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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
Happy tail end of summer!
August was an exciting month for the bee club, first because of the BBQ and fair booth clean-up and then
followed by the actual fair. A big thanks to all that volunteered their time and energy into this tradition. People
really enjoy the interactions they have with beekeepers, the observation hives and the honey tastings.
The season really turned around for the bees. It started off looking very bleak for honey prospects (general hive
health) and then turned around to be a good honey year. I feel very fortunate to be still extracting honey in my
honey house. I am not complaining one bit about the hard back work, splinters, and general sweat and tears. No,
this year I am very thankful because the opposite is what was written on the walls early on and could have been
a tough year for the health of the bees. I used a lot of my nucs this year and made a nice honey crop off of them,
in some cases upwards of 100 pounds of honey. That is something that is common in other parts of the USA,
but in Nevada County, unexpected, but absolutely amazing.
Photo on the left shows my gravity clarifying sump in action with the
cover removed. The sump works based on the effects of gravity, to
move the honey from a high point to a low point. The honey falls into
the sump through the twin extractors on either side, and the uncapping
tray in the middle (clear tubing). Baffles in the sump go from larger to
smaller so that what is left with at the end of the process is clean honey,
which is routed into my settling tank. On a heavy honey day, the first
baffled section of the sump is my bottle neck. If anyone would like a
tour of the honey house, please call or email me and you’re welcome to
come over and check it out.
If you did not know already, my wife Michelle is pregnant and we are
expecting a new addition to our family right around Halloween. And
with this new enormous responsibility I will be stepping down from the
Chair role and hope that there is someone in the club reading this that
would like to carry on the role. I am grateful for having held this
position for almost 2 years now, and hope that the club membership will
continue to be an active group of beekeepers.
Happy fall!
-Spencer Wingfield

September 12th Meeting – 7pm – ZOOM ONLY
Since the first Monday of the month falls on Labor Day, per the Standing Rules of our club, the monthly
meeting is being delayed to the second Monday, the 12th, We were unable to secure our usual meeting location,
the Vets Hall, for that evening, so this meeting will be ZOOM only.

As in the past, the Zoom access info will be emailed to the membership prior to the meeting time, expected in
the early afternoon of the 12th.
Program:
Our presenter for the evening will be Ramesh Sagili, Ph.D, Associate Professor-Apiculture, with the
Department of Horticulture at Oregon State University (OSU), speaking on Understanding Honey Bee Nutrition
to Promote Bee Health. Dr. Sagili works with the Honey Bee Lab at OSU. For a little insight into the lab, check
out this short video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lzx6vqNVMmY.
BIO for Ramesh Sagili:
Ramesh currently teaches classes on Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping at OSU. He is also Professor of the
Honey Bee Lab, which works to promote sustainable apiculture and pollination, with a research program
focusing on three prime areas; honey bee health, honey bee nutrition and honey bee pollination. The research
program addresses both basic and applied questions to improve honey bee health and pollination. A majority of
the research projects are collaborative efforts involving stakeholders (beekeepers, growers, general public
interested in bees), OSU colleagues and collaborators from other universities nationally and internationally.
Dr. Sagili received his B.S and M.S degrees from Andhra Pradesh Agriculture University in India and his Ph.D
in Entomology from Texas A & M in May of 2007.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Our honeyflow ended abruptly as the yellow star thistle dried up. Now it’s hungry time for our colonies. This
is also the time to make sure that you’ve got varroa under control, and a window of opportunity, since any
brood reared right now will be too old to become “winter bees.” So feel free to hit your colonies with your
miticide of choice, even if it is known to suppress broodrearing (as do formic, thymol, OA dribble, and some
forms of amitraz).
Along that line, we recently completed hot-weather testing of methods to reduce the amount of queen turnover
that often occurs with formic acid applied in hot weather. Formic acid has some huge advantages: rapid kill of
mites, some penetration of the cappings, and no residues. It’s issue with queens appears to be the initial flash of
vapors. Over the years, I’ve weighed the rate of release of formic vapors by various products:
Average daily weight loss from
various NOD Apiary products.
The high-temperature plot applies
only to MAII and MAQS.
Formic Pro was applied at highs
of ~95°F. Note how the early
MAII pads (designed to be
applied in a rim above the cluster)
gave a fairly steady daily release
of 30-40 grams, compared to the
later strips, which give a moreintense formic “flash” (up to 60 g)
the first day, then a rapidlydropping rate of release on the
ensuing days.

I wondered whether it would help to loosely cover the upper surface of Formic Pro strips with their own Mylar
wrappers:
Here I’m placing the wrapper over the Formic
Pro strip, prior to replacing the second brood
chamber. Safety note: you should wear gloves
when handling formic strips.
The result: We got about the same amount of
mite reduction as when the strips are applied
without the wrapper on top (about 50%
reduction in hot weather, not as good as during
cooler weather), but observed nearly no queen
loss.
Helped by Rose, Tammy, and Corrine from our
Association, we then tried applying two strips
still in their wrappers, with only the ends cut off,
to see what happens with an extended slowrelease formic application.
The result: It was very easy on the colonies, but also easy on the mites.
The take-home: Applying Formic Pro in the normal fashion, but with the wrapper placed on top of the strip,
gives about the same degree of mite control, but without fear of causing queen loss.
We’re now working on some other projects, including a test of a new method of application of thymol in hot
weather, which looks very promising!
Seasonal colony management suggestions: Get your mites under control, then make sure that your colonies
are rearing a fair amount of brood in late September and October. The brood that emerges in late October will
form the winter cluster. If your colonies are not finding enough pollen, it may help to provide pollen sub.
Happy beekeeping! Randy Oliver

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Janet Brison
Treasurers Report – July 2022
Beginning Balance
No Deposits
Debits
Total R/C 8/25/22

413.92
-11.28
$ 5402.64

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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