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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
As many already know, my family has just welcomed another addition to our
family on Oct. 18, 10 days early. Baby Cooper is healthy, pooping and peeing and filling our cup even more.
As I step down from the Chair position with NCBA, I want to inform the membership that a replacement has
been found, in addition to nominees to step up to fill additional officer positions. I hope that everyone can make
it to our upcoming meeting, Monday November 7 to show your support in voting in the new additions to fill the
officer positions and board positions.
Speaking of the upcoming meeting, the NCBA Board has met and decided to no longer attempt at making the
meetings “Hybrid”. This means that there will no longer be the option to “zoom in” to the meeting. All future
meetings, will be conducted in person at the Grass Valley Veterans Hall. As many are aware, conducting
“hybrid” meetings are difficult and require a lot of actual practice to get good at doing. As I have set up this
hybrid environment and geared the club towards it, I am disappointed in the job I am doing, and don’t feel that
it does anyone much good, the speaker nor the audience. I look forward to seeing everyone in person on
Monday November 7. Set your calendar alarm, come and show support in the welcoming of and voting on
nominees to fill the Board to set the association up for success moving forward!

November 7th Meeting – 7pm
The meeting will be held at the Vets Hall in Grass Valley. The meeting will an in-person only meeting. We will
be electing officers and Board members for next year. The slate of nominees, as developed by our Nominating
Committee, is listed below in this newsletter. Nominations from the floor, at the meeting, will also be
encouraged and accepted.
Additional, we will be voting on a revision to our By-Laws; the first in over 30 years. Those revised By-Laws
are attached to this newsletter for your review. The monthly raffle will also be held at the Vets Hall. If you’ve
got something to donate for the raffle relating to what we do, help the club out and bring it in. Obviously, you’ll
need to be present to participate in the raffle!
This is an important meeting, relating to the future of our club. Please do your best to attend.
Program:
The Honey Bee Landlord:
Why Everything Wants to Live in Your Hive by Dr. Sammy Ramsey via live remote telecast.
Ever wondered why so many creatures risk life and limb to live with a bunch of stinging insects that don't want
them there? What's so alluring about living inside a honey bee hive and how have other creatures been able to
dupe insects as smart as the honey bees into letting them stay?
BIO for Dr. Sammy Ramsey
Dr. Ramsey received his B.S. in entomology from Cornell University and his Ph. D. in entomology from the
University of Maryland College Park. He completed his post-doctoral training with Dr. Jay Evans, Steve Cook,
and Daniel Sonenshine at USDA-ARS Bee Research Laboratory and now serves as Endowed Professor of
Entomology at CU Boulder’s BioFrontiers Institute and the Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Department.

Featured on Hulu’s Docuseries: Your Attention Please as well as in the Washington Post, on NPR, CNN,
Wired, CBS This Morning, Khan Academy, Seeker, The Today Show and several local news segments, Ramsey
is celebrated as an engaging science communicator. He uses this talent to make science more accessible to a
broad audience.
His nonprofit, The Ramsey Research Foundation, works to remove barriers that slow the progress of and
decrease access to science by developing novel pathways for scientific funding and by removing paywalls that
keep the public from engaging with published scientific work.

Election of Officers and Board Members
As of the publication of this newsletter, the members listed below have either accepted a nomination from the
Nominating Committee or requested their names be placed into consideration for the position identified. We
will be electing all positions, including Board members.
If you would like to be considered for any position, either as an officer or a Board member, nominations from
the floor will be requested and accepted. All positions are open and the number of Board members is not
limited.
President:
Co-Vice Presidents:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Board Members:

Jacob McBride
Corrine Jones and Mark Machado
Sara McBride
Janet Brisson
Leslie Gault
Deborah Morawski
Randy Oliver
Brion Dunbar

Per the new by-laws (see below) and assuming they are adopted prior to the election, our immediate Past
President, Spencer Wingfield will serve on the Board as an unelected member for the year 2023.
New By-Laws on the Table
The last time our Club’s by-laws were revised was in April of 1991. It’s time for a re-look! Attached, please
find the newly revised by-laws that were developed by our By-Law committee and approved by the Executive
Committee for consideration by the membership. We will be voting on these revised by-laws immediately after
the presentation by Dr. Ramsey. Please take the time to read through them and become familiar with the
contents. Mostly fine tuning and bringing the by-laws up-to-date with the current direction of the club.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
We are enjoying wonderful, although dry, autumn weather. The bees are bringing in pollen (as well as harmful
fluorescent-orange rust fungus spores). And our colonies are still eagerly consuming pollen sub, and
maintaining brood rearing, which makes for a strong winter cluster. As I type these words, English Ivy,
buckbrush, asters and late sunflowers are coming into bloom.
I want to thank those members who have helped me with research projects this season – Tammy, Jacob,
Corrine, and Rose. Rose came to the July meeting curious about becoming a beekeeper, and volunteered to
help, not realizing that she was going to be immediately immersed in high-intensity beekeeping, as well as
world-class bee research projects.

Here’s Rose, without protective gear, installing a
frame of bees into an observation hive at the Fair.

And here performing one of hundreds of titrations
for acid residues on bees’ bodies following oxalic
acid treatments.

She learned to use tools to build experimental
equipment.

Above making pollen sub patties for a field trial of
insulated hive covers.

And above, performing one of hundreds of
stickyboard mite counts.

When I was asked to present in Germany earlier this
month, Rose asked if she could come along, and I
was happy to have her help navigate through all the
airports, train stations, and GPS walks through
town.

Beekeeping is deeply ingrained in German culture. Weimar, being the cultural center of Germany, has a
wonderful beekeeping museum, at which we got a personal tour, along with one of Germany’s preeminent bee
breeders (he supplies strains of very gentle Italian-type Buckfast queens), rather than the dark native A. m.
mellifera race.
The museum contained a number of imaginative carved and painted wooden bee hives, commissioned long ago
by wealthy beekeepers.
This wooden statue (right) is about five feet tall. The bees entered via its mouth.
There were many imaginative statues such as this. Below are two more. You can see the entrances just below
their hands. The actual conference went for three days, at which I gave five 1.5-hr presentations.

Rose about to take a bow in front of the audience for her
contribution to our internationally-appreciated honey bee
research. What an adventure for a first-year beekeeper who
doesn’t even have a hive of her own!
One of the most interesting presentations that we saw was about
how German rulers and governments over the ages have used the
honey bee as a poster child, demonstrating how the workers
worked and sacrificed for the good of the ruler (the Kaiser, the
Weimar Republic, Hitler, the Soviet Union) and “the people.”

Beekeepers in Germany typically overwinter in single-deep hives, which may be deeper and longer than our
Langstroth hives. There are four main different hive types used there, with traditional variations used in
different towns. The highlight of our trip was visiting the apiaries of innovative young German imker
(beekeeper) Max Weber, who like many there runs Dadant Blatt hives, with 12”-deep frames.

Here’s Max showing his deep nuc frames. Max and his small crew produce all sorts of high-value honey, large
quantities of mead, distilled mead brandy, propolis tincture made from the same, and other value-added
products. His company makes a profit from the production from only about 150 hives, all organically certified.
Surprisingly, the climate and honey flows in Max’s area around Weimar are very similar to those here in Grass
Valley, but it’s much greener during summer. When I asked the beekeepers there how much honey they
harvested per colony, it was typically around 130 pounds. When I asked how much sugar they then had to feed
to get the colonies through the winter, that figure was also around 130 lbs!
We sped across the German countryside on high-speed
trains.
I snapped this photo as we passed a typical German town.
The towns are widely spaced, each with a castle or tower,
with agricultural land and forests between them.
Happy beekeeping! Randy Oliver

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Janet Brison
Treasurers Report – October 2022
Beginning Balance
Deposits
Debits
Total R/C 10/19/22

$5,405.64
0
(261.70)
$5,143.94

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
www.nevadacountybeekeepers.org

c/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
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