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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield

Rain, Rain, come and stay….my own lyrics to a rhyme that was very different that we would sing when I was
growing up. I’m very grateful for this wet weather we are having now and I hope that it will continue a little
longer before gearing up for the 100’s. So far, the spring build-up has been mediocre from what I am observing.
We come off a good year that was last year. Things will really need to start shaping up in order for the honey
year to be decent. Fingers crossed this rain is not too late for that to happen.
The photo above is from the field day at Randy Oliver’s home apiary. This took place on April 9 and we had a
good gathering. I want to thank Randy for taking the time to host this and also everyone that showed up. There
are some thoughts for another field day in May, I am hopeful that we can get some ideas and details put together
at our May 2nd meeting.
I wanted to thank everyone for showing up at our April meeting. There were a lot of people both in-person and
online, via zoom. The in-person attendance was better than the zoom, but I think that by keeping the hybrid
meeting going, we will be best positioned to get to the most folks as possible. We did have some technical
issues at the meeting, and I appreciate that everyone remained calm. I have been working all last month to
remedy this issue and I am confident that our May 2nd meeting will go much better. The club has invested in
some additional equipment to bring the hybrid environment up to a more technically proficient standing.
I also wanted to thank a new member Liza Kriel for winning the auction. She got a really good deal on a new
Parmak 6V solar fence charger, a Country Rubes bottom board, 2 painted supers, top cover and a bee swarm
that Mark Machado donated. The swarm initially had at least 1 virgin queen when I transferred them into a nuc
box. They swarmed out of the nuc box at my property and I found them in a stack of empty equipment. They
were then occupying 4 high deep supers for about a half day. I shook them out of that stack and into a single 8
frame deep box and fed them ½ gallon of sugar syrup. I checked them a few days later and they had a nice big
mated queen and she was laying up a storm!

May 2nd Meeting – 7pm – Hybrid Meeting
The meeting will be held at the Vets Hall in Grass Valley. The meeting will again be “Hybrid” style, where
members have the option of attending an in-person gathering at the Vets Hall or using Zoom, as we have done
previously. No matter where you are, you’ll have access to it all. As in the past, the Zoom access info will be
emailed to the membership prior to the meeting time, expected in the early afternoon of the 2nd.
Program:
A Year in the life of a Miller Honey Farms (MHF) bee by Jason Miller
Jason Miller, the President of Miller Honey Farms, Inc., will take us on a tour of the MHF operation throughout
the year. Check out the bio below. This looks to be a very interesting presentation for both beginner and
veteran beekeepers alike!
BIO for Jason Miller:
Jason is a fifth-generation beekeeper managing his family’s 128-year-old beekeeping operation in Newcastle,
California. Miller Honey Farms runs approximately 15,000 beehives and specializes in the pollination of
almonds, prunes, and apples in CA and WA. They also produce over 600,000 lbs. of honey annually for sale
and distribution throughout the US.
Jason graduated from Brigham Young University in 2007 with a Master’s Degree in Information Systems. He
also lived 2 years in Spain as a missionary for his church and backpacked through Europe during college. His
prior employment includes 4 years as a cryptography engineer at Apple Computer. In 2018 he earned a Master
Beekeeper certification from the University of Montana. In 2019 Jason graduated Class 47 of the California
Agricultural Leadership program. He currently serves on the Placer County Farm Bureau board.
Jason and his wife, Ginny, have 4 children ranging in age from 6-12 years of age. They spend 3 months of the
year in North Dakota where they have their bees during the summer. Ginny is a graduate of the Utah College of
Dental Hygiene and works part time as a dental hygienist. They enjoy cooking, camping, traveling, running, and
spending time with family and friends.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
As I type these words during our late-April rains,
it reminds me of how our weather used to be
before our prolonged drought. We got hit by a
killing frost after the grapes, figs, and Crape
Myrtles had leafed out, with ugly consequences.
But all this new ground water should make for a
better honey flow.
We had a nice field session a couple of weeks
ago. Brooke filmed me showing how to make
splits, and has now edited the videos. I’ll soon be
adding instructional videos at my website. April
is when we beekeepers in the foothills struggle to
keep our colonies strong for honey production,
but also want to keep them from swarming.
Removing bees and brood to make splits is the
easiest way to prevent swarming.
The bad news is that this rain is occurring just as
we finished splitting all of our own hives into
nucs. Rapidly-growing nucs blow through their
honey reserves. We’ve got nearly 4000 nucs on

the ground, and they were doing well until the combination of cold and rain increased their energy needs at the
same time that the rain prevented them from foraging for nectar.
Eric and Ian are now spending thousands of dollars for emergency feeding of sugar syrup to try to keep our nucs
and splits from starving.
The entrance of a nuc that suffered from partial starvation. Such a sad sight to see.
It’s heartbreaking for us to see strong nucs with new queens starving for want of a little syrup, but we’ve been
unable to keep up. Last weekend we cleaned most every bag of sugar off the shelves of most of the groceries in
Grass Valley, and brought back $7000 worth of sugar syrup from Woodland this week. This past year has been
a real challenge for my sons!
So get out and check your hives for adequate reserves. Hefting for weight alone won’t tell you, since some
hives are so full of bees, brood, and beebread that they feel heavy, but may not have enough honey to get
through the night.
Moving on, there is no end to the creativity of beekeepers. This guy has a passion for keeping bees in plastic
bottles: https://youtu.be/9ItlOFLTUAs
If you try this, let me know, as I’d like to see how it worked for you.
I recently tested a new assay for uncapping/recapping behavior, using cold gel bikini-wax strips:

It’s easy to tell which cells had been recapped since the recappings lack the silk cocoon, so look much darker
than cells that have not been recapped. By performing this test, we may be able to assay for a colony’s use of
this mechanism for resistance to varroa.
I recently charted the progress of our selective breeding experiment for bees that are resistant to varroa:

The big question now is whether our progress will continue at the exponential rate indicated by the red dashed
line, or slog on linearly, as per the solid line? I have reason to hope for the former.
Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver

Treasurers Report
Submitted by Janet Brisson
March
Beginning Balance $5467.97
Deposits
364.28
Sub total
$5832.25
Debits
( 164.57)
Total R/C 4/4/22 $5667.68
Approximate Balance as of 4/21/22 $5986.40

Mother Nature always bats last!
Submitted by Janet Brisson
I had an interesting conversation with my beekeeping neighbor about splitting her hive. Her big hive had two
frames with sealed queen cells on it. And we had rainy weather approaching. She wanted to put those frames
into two nuc boxes, but was worried about the pending weather. I told her to go ahead and at least try. If it fails,
then she could combine them back together without much problems. I was pretty excited about doing a combine with powdered sugar (dusted all the bees with powdered sugar like I do to remove mites) and the bees
didn’t fight at all. Randy said, they probably wouldn’t have fought anyway because they are too busy collecting
honey to worry about such things as strange bees in their hives. I do notice drift when I dust bees, as I’m going
up the line of our hives, bees already dusted are entering hives that I haven’t got to yet. Maybe it’s the sugar,
maybe not. My neighbor was still concerned, the queens are ready to hatch and there is rainy weather ahead. I
told her she couldn’t really do anything else, the queens will hatch, you can’t stop that unless you remove them
and the best plan is to make those nucs. And the rain will come, can’t stop that. Its hard to fight with Mother
Nature, but if you don’t try, there is no opportunity to succeed.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

8 frame singles for sale. $220. First year queen, strong,
treated with oxalic dribble. Ready to make some honey!
Used 8 frame boxes ($10), bottom boards (10), migratory
top covers ($5). All are hot tank dipped so never need
painting.
call or text Brion. (530) 559-1422

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
www.nevadacountybeekeepers.org
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