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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
I was recently up in Truckee and was asked to come and look at a setup of a
friend I sold nucs to a few weeks ago. The setup was really beautiful,
right along the river, blossoms all around. I had to snap a photo, but I
did so knowing that a thousand photos couldn’t get close to the
image my eyes got to see. It is nice to take some time to talk to
beginners and hobbyists. They are mostly very excited to share the
things they observe and the questions they have about bees (often
their new obsession). I love the questions, because if there are not
questions, then why have bees? There is a therapeutic aspect to
sitting down and watching pollen coming into a hive. Or standing
back from a distance and watching the different glide slopes and
take-offs coming from a hive. Getting out in nature, trying to smell
flowers blooming, identifying what the bees are attracted to at
different times through the season, asking a hundred questions a day,
day in and day out. If you flip on the news, you get an earful of
tragedies occurring, maybe the people involved in these
circumstances did not have the opportunities to do what I am writing
about. When I open the lid of a hive, everything else sort of gets put
on hold, or forgotten about altogether. I immediately drown out
whether I’m running out of jars, did I email so and so back, are the blackberries going to make any nectar this
year, is the wind going to blow so hard that I’m going to have bad mate-out…opening the lid, now I’m in their
world.
I would encourage everyone to get into their bees in June. It is a fantastic time to get in there and see what you
can see. Practice lighting your smoker and keeping your hive-tool held between the pinky finger, two adjacent
fingers and the palm of your predominant hand. June is a time of plenty for the bees, so you should see some
fresh nectar dripping out of frames, FINALLY! They’re likely rapidly expanding with fresh young bees
hatching every minute. Make sure you give them room to grow by adding another super. If you see swarm cells,
get a plan together to try and mitigate that. Try and locate your queen. You do not have to have a reason to get
in the hive right now, unless its simply to enter a different world?! Plus imagine if you open that lid and get in
there once a week for the month of June. You will learn so much about their build-up and get familiar with what
they look like and establish some baselines for their growth.
I would like to invite anyone that wants to ask questions or make comments, just gather and share stories…I
will be at the Veterans hall a half hour early before the June 6 meeting for this purpose (and also to set up the
AV equipment). And also on this note, the club is looking for help in the AV department if anyone has good
technical knowledge of AV equipment and can help to set up the hybrid meeting equipment (including PA
system, projector, microphones, online zoom platform). If you’d like to be a part and help out here, please come
early to the June 6 meeting at the Vets hall.
Happy June, Happy nectar flow.

June 6th Meeting – 7pm – Hybrid Meeting
The meeting will be held at the Vets Hall in Grass Valley. The meeting will again be “Hybrid” style, where
members have the option of attending an in-person gathering at the Vets Hall or using Zoom. As in the past, the
Zoom access info will be emailed to the membership prior to the meeting time, expected in the early afternoon
of the 6th. We will also be resurrecting the monthly raffle at this meeting. If you’ve got something to donate for
the raffle relating to what we do, help the club out and bring it in. You’ll need to be present to participate.
Program:
Program: We will be showing a recording of Dr. Stephen Martin presentation to the Alameda County
Beekeepers from Manchester, England, “Understanding the evolution of natural Varroa resistance mechanisms
in various beekeeping populations” Since the arrival of the Varroa mite from Asia, millions of honey bee
colonies have died. For decades, beekeepers have continued to control Varroa populations by the use of
chemicals and other invasive methods. However, throughout Africa and most of South and Central America
mite-infested colonies survive without any form of mite-control. This has been linked with poor mite
reproduction, although what causes this has remained unknown. Throughout, Europe the USA and Wales an
increasing number of naturally evolved, mite-resistant colonies are being discovered. The talk will discuss the
various resistance mechanisms and how honey bee populations in Brazil, Cuba, Africa, USA and UK all appear
to have evolved similar ways to combat the Varroa mite.
BIO for Stephen Martin:
Prof. Martin holds a Chair in Social Entomology in the School of Environmental and Life Sciences at Salford
University, Manchester. He studied social insects (bees, wasps, termites and ants) for most of his career,
specializing in 'hornet ecology', 'pest and diseases of honeybees' and 'chemical ecology of ants'.
Dr. Martin is best known for his work on the Varroa mite and its association with viruses, especially the
Deformed Wing Virus. His team of researchers at Salford, funded in part by beekeepers, use the very latest
molecular methods to read the genetic code of the DWV virus. The aim is to understand why some honey bee
colonies have become naturally tolerant to Varroa and see if this information can provide beekeepers with a
long-term solution to the problem. More recently his expertise in hornet biology is in demand, both nationally
and internationally.
Prior to his Salford appointment, he spent 12 years at Sheffield University, 7 years with the National Bee Unit
and 7 years in Japan conducting research into Giant Hornets.
Future Meetings Note: Since the meeting for July falls on the 4th of July, that meeting will be canceled. In
lieu of a formal evening meeting, we will be having a “bee day” at a local hobbyist bee apiary, focused on
beginning beekeeping techniques, issues and solutions. It will be on a Saturday, early in the day. The exact
date is still TBD, but expect it for late June or early July. More info to follow soon.
The formal meeting for August is also canceled, due to the local Fair. The Sunday prior to the fair, August 7th,
will be a bee booth prep day, followed by a club BBQ. More info on this as the date gets closer.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Wow, winter to summer in a few days! Snow to summer temperatures nearly overnight. Whatever happened to
spring? This last year has been brutal to our poor bees. The weather appears to have finally “turned,” the frost
damage is healing, nectar and pollen is coming in, but the soil is drying out before our eyes.

I took the photo (right) of our National Forest
headquarters in mid-April, when the ground would
“normally” be covered with spring vegetation. I thought
it indicative of our situation to see the water-stressed
pines dying.
We can normally count on around 50 days of honey flow,
running (depending upon your elevation) from mid May
through early July. After that it’s less predictable – we
may get a flow off of star thistle, or cedar honeydew, or
we may not. The vetch and clover have grown high,
indicating that nectar will be high enough in their corolla
tubes for honey bees to reach – that’s good for us.
When vetch grows tall like this (photo from another
year), it indicates sufficient ground moisture for
springtime growth, and our bees’ probiscises can reach
the nectar. When it’s short, only bumblebees work it.
Blackberry is coming on, but no telling what it will do as
far as nectar production.
Our colonies have gone from starvation to “shaking nectar” in less than a week. Get out there and make sure
that they have room to store incoming nectar!

Varroa: Brooke and I performed ~70 mite washes a few
days ago. Some were quite low, but a lot were already
sky high. If you haven’t yet monitored by mite wash,
sugar shake, or sticky-board, it would be a good idea to
do so NOW. Formic acid or two applications of
Hopguard would be appropriate at this time of season.
Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver

Treasurers Report
Submitted by Janet Brisson
April 2022
Beginning Balance $5667.68
Deposits
893.69
Sub Total
656.37
Debits
514.97
Total R/C 5/2/22
$6046.40
Approximate Balance as of 5/27/22 – $6241.00

Nevada County Fair Booth
Submitted by Karla Hanson
Nevada County Fair this year will be from the 10th to the 14th of August.
Our Annual Bee Booth BBQ will be August 7! The Booth Clean up will be at 5:00PM followed with the BBQ
at 6:00PM. At that time I will hand out the FREE Nevada County Fair Tickets for everyone who volunteers to
work the bee booth during the fair. Our BBQ will be a Pot Luck as always. Bring your favorite dish to share.
Its always such a nice surprise to have all these fabulous side dishes. The Bee Club will provide gourmet hot
dogs and hamburgers. The hamburgers choices will be vegetarian, turkey, and red meat. Please let Karla know
which kind you would prefer at queenbeez@att.net. The club will also provide ALL the fixings for the burgers,
plus chips, drinks, and watermelon.
The scheduling for the Bee Booth starts today!!! Give Karla an email with which day or days you would like to
work and the time you would like to do. The times are 9:30AM to 2:00PM, 2:00PM to 6:00 and 6:00PM to
10:00PM
Do remember that as always… We will again have fair judging of our honey items. Please ENTER as many
categories as you can. It always looks SO grand when there are lots of bee items in the judging area!!! Let’s
for sure all enter a jar of honey for the fair! Lets show that Nevada County Bee Keepers are an ACTIVE group
of people!!!
Also, I want to say that I watched a fabulous film the other night on PBS called “My Garden of a Thousand
Bees”. The cinematography was unbelievable. It’s a must watch!!

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

8 frame singles for sale. $220. First year queen, strong,
treated with oxalic dribble. Ready to make some honey!
Used 8 frame boxes ($10), bottom boards (10), migratory
top covers ($5). All are hot tank dipped so never need
painting.
call or text Brion. (530) 559-1422

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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