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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
Happy Fourth of July! I want to thank everyone that has volunteered for the bee booth this year. It appears that
all of the time slots have been taken, but there may be a cancellation list if anyone is still interested and did not
get on the schedule this year. Also many thanks to Randy Oliver and Golden West Bees for donating the time
and energy and bees to allow for the booth to have the observation hives.
I hope that many are able to attend the club BBQ which will take place the Sunday before the fair. There has
been an email out already and will be another as a reminder of this event.
I have been out doing mite monitoring in my bees lately in this heat and have seen a fairly decent honey crop.
There have been many ups and downs and this year I had more swarms than ever, more hives starve out than
ever, and now, following the swarms, more laying worker colonies than ever.
Happy honey extracting!

July 4th Meeting – 7pm – CANCELED
Due to the holiday and the holiday weekend, our regularly scheduled meeting for the first Monday of this month
is canceled.
As a substitution, we will be holding a “Bee Day” on Sunday, July 10th, at 10am. This will be an on-site event,
at a local hobbyist apiary, located at 13640 Kantorbery Court in Grass Valley. The agenda for this event will be
oriented towards the hobbyist in our club, including discussions and presentations on topics such as bear
fencing, hive accessories, mid-summer mite treatments and much more.
A mailing to all active members of our club should be in your hands already or very shortly describing in detail
the agenda planned. Hope to see as many as possible at this field experience.

August 1st Meeting – 7pm – CANCELED
Due to the Nevada County Fair, from Aug 10th – 14th, we are again canceling the August meeting, traditionally
done each year. A bee booth clean-up event and potluck BBQ is scheduled for August 7th, starting at 5pm.
Additionally, volunteers are still needed to man the bee booth for the fair itself. Each volunteer is provided a
free admission and parking pass as a compliment for volunteering. See additional information about the bee
booth duty and BBQ in the Bee Booth section below.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
The weather this season continues to be erratic, jumping from cold and wet to hot and dry. The plants are as
confused as our bees and we beekeepers are. Some plants are blooming early, some late. Some producing
heavy nectar flows, some not. But overall, the extra rain has helped greatly, and the bloom has often been
beautiful:
Foragers not only gather nectar and pollen, but also propolis and water:

Above is a hungry forager that had returned with
a fresh load of resins on its hind legs.
We’ve been very busy with early-season field
experiments.
My sons had 15 leftover very weak (around 6 frames of bees) single-story colonies with last-year’s queens, that
had never grown. They told me that they were going to treat them with Formic Pro strips to clean them of
mites, and then combine them with other colonies. Since the weather was in the high 70s to high 80s, they also
hoped that the formic treatment would kill all the now-unwanted queens.
I recognized the opportunity to perform a quick test, so
my helpers Rose and Tammy and I located and caged all
the queens directly below where we were about to apply
a single formic strip to each hive.
We caged the queens without any attendants, in order to
answer the question of whether the formic vapors kill
queens directly, or whether it’s the workers that do the
job in reaction to the fumes. We also recorded colony
strength and whether the strips were applied with a rim,
or directly under the hive cover (which blocks
evaporation from the top of the strip, and thus decreases
the intensity of the fumes.
After two days of treatment, we checked back to see if the queens
were still alive. To our surprise, only 7 of the 15 had died! As far
as correlations with the variables, queens survived better in stronger
colonies, or those in which the upper surface of the strips was
covered by the lid.
We’re also testing various oxalic acid dribble solutions and
concentrations. Here’s Tammy applying the third treatment (of
four) to a colony.
The above are only a few of the research projects that we have
underway. Stay tuned for updates on the rest!
Happy beekeeping! Randy Oliver

Nevada County Fair Booth
Submitted by Karla Hanson
Nevada County Fair this year will be from the 10th to the 14th of August.
Our Annual Bee Booth BBQ will be August 7! The Booth Clean up will be at 5:00PM followed with the BBQ
at 6:00PM. At that time I will hand out the FREE Nevada County Fair Tickets for everyone who volunteers to
work the bee booth during the fair. Our BBQ will be a Pot Luck as always. Bring your favorite dish to share.
Its always such a nice surprise to have all these fabulous side dishes. The Bee Club will provide gourmet hot
dogs and hamburgers. The hamburgers choices will be vegetarian, turkey, and red meat. Please let Karla know
which kind you would prefer at queenbeez@att.net. The club will also provide ALL the fixings for the burgers,
plus chips, drinks, and watermelon.
Do remember that as always… We will again have fair judging of our honey items. Please ENTER as many
categories as you can. It always looks SO grand when there are lots of bee items in the judging area!!! Let’s
for sure all enter a jar of honey for the fair! Lets show that Nevada County Bee Keepers are an ACTIVE group
of people!!!
We still have slots on the Booth Schedule to fill.
Give Karla an email (queenbeez@att.net) with the shift you would like to fill.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

8 frame singles for sale. $220. First year queen, strong,
treated with oxalic dribble. Ready to make some honey!
Used 8 frame boxes ($10), bottom boards (10), migratory
top covers ($5). All are hot tank dipped so never need
painting.
call or text Brion. (530) 559-1422

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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