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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
Have you cracked open your hives lately? Well if you have not, I do not know
what you are waiting for. The weather is good enough, and the hives should have sealed brood, lots of pollen,
and very likely some manzanita nectar. The year has definitely started off early. Alder trees bloomed early, I
noticed some sealed brood in the hives in the first week of January. And now, there are lots of manzanita
flowers blooming, widespread throughout many parts of the county including Nevada City.
At the moment, I am preparing my bees for the first load to head down into the Almond orchards. This is
always an exciting time of year, there is no hiding your beekeeping skills at this point. If you did good, you will
have healthy hives. If you did not do so well, the boxes might be empty. If that is the case, you can start again
this year and try to not repeat the same mistakes. Here we go again!

February 7th Meeting – 7pm – Hybrid Meeting
Our February meeting with be our first attempt at a “Hybrid” style meeting, where members have the option of
attending an in-person gathering at the Vet Hall or using Zoom as we have done for the past year or so. The
speaker this month will be via Zoom, but the entire presentation, including the meeting itself, will broadcast
from the Vet Hall and simultaneously displayed on Zoom. Bottom line……….no matter where you are, you’ll
see it all! As in the past, the Zoom access info will be emailed to the membership prior to the meeting time,
expected in the early afternoon of the 7th.
For those attending the in-person gathering, you will be asked to wear a mask, in accordance with the current
Nevada County Public Health’s mask mandate policy for indoor gatherings.
February Program: Make your Bees Pay Their Way by Kim Flottum. This could be fun!
About Kim:
Kim Flottum worked for a time after college graduation for the USDA Honey Bee Lab in Madison WI and was
the Editor of Bee Culture magazine for 32 years. Kim continues to make monthly contributions to the magazine
and is the author of several books, including the Backyard Beekeeper, In Business With Bees, and Common
Sense Natural Beekeeping. Kim is currently the host to the Beekeeping Today Podcast with Jeff Ott, now for
over 3 years and Honey Bee Obscura with Jim Tew for over a year.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Wow, what a storm! Not only did it really set back our colonies,
but we suffered from fallen trees in some yards.
We spent a lot of time with chainsaws uncovering our hives.

LEADUP TO THE STORM
Our bees had been enjoying unusually warm days in early December, and were foraging on scant floral
resources. Such winter foraging could lead to the workers wearing themselves out without successfully
producing replacement workers. So in preparation for almond pollination we provided our colonies with pollen
sub to help them get some brood rearing going.
This leads us to the concept of the “spring turnover,” during which the “winter bees,” once they begin engaging
in brood rearing, start “wearing out” and dying. During this turnover, they must rear enough replacement
workers to replace themselves and allow for colony growth. But then came the cold Christmas storm:

The poor chilled bees had to cluster tightly due to the cold, and were prevented from flying by the snow and
cold. Once the snow melted, many colonies had piles of dead bees in front. The storm threw a wrench into the
gears of the spring turnover, and our colonies went downhill.
We fed them again once the snow melted, and they are now recovering, but are far weaker than they would have
been without the storm.
And then there’s the bears. All of our yards are protected against bears by electric fences. But an electric fence
doesn’t produce a shock if the bear is standing on snow. Luckily, the bears are in hibernation during the winter.
But not this winter — due to the warm winter, there was still at least one very hungry bear roaming around
when the after-Christmas snow storm hit. In the aftermath, when we were unable to access many of our
outyards, the bear ripped through two of our apiaries, causing massive destruction.
The good news was that the alders started to come into bloom by mid January.
Alders in bloom over the Bear River.
Alder pollen is very stimulatory to colonies for starting
up broodrearing in preparation for spring. And it’s not
just alders this year — there are a number of other plants
in bloom unseasonably early this year. And by mid
January, manzanita started to produce nectar even up to
above 2500-ft elevation. So our now-small colonies are
back into full buildup mode.
Frustratingly, as my sons Eric and Ian (and our crew)
start moving hives to the almond orchards, they’re
having to take them away from a nice pollen and nectar
flow, and move them down to the floral “desert” on the
Valley floor. We hate to do this, but trucking logistics
force us to do so.
In retrospect, 2021 was one tough year for the bees –
drought, fires, the October flood, and then wrapping up
with the Christmas snowstorm and tree destruction.
Let’s hope the Mom Nature is more friendly to us this year!
Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver

DUES R DUE!
Submitted by Janet Brisson
It’s time to pay dues for 2022.
Being a member of the Nevada County Beekeeping Associations has many perks. Your membership entitles
you to our newsletter, "The Local Buzz," sent monthly, informs you of our association's activities and lets you
know what your bees should be doing at that time.
Thanks to our membership dues, we are able to get top people in the beekeeping industry for a lot of our
monthly programs.
The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on
the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.
We sincerely hope that you decide to continue your membership with our club and most important, continue
being beekeepers. We are here to help.
Membership is $20/yr and includes an email newletter subscription or $25 to get your newsletters via USPS.
There are two ways to pay your dues, mail a check or pay through our website (which costs an extra $1.25)
https://nevadacountybeekeepers.org/content/join-ncba
Check should be made out to NCBA and mailed to:
NCBA c/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
Any questions, not sure if you paid?
Please call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com
Treasurer’s Report
December,2021 No Activity. Reconciled Balance $4883.34
January 2022 Unreconciled Balance approx.. $5347.00

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late April.
For more information on bulk orders, deliveries and pric
ing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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