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President’s Message, Spencer Wingfield
Mites and Heat
Those are the main two things on my mind and have been on my mind. I will
start with my thoughts on MITES...we had a very strong early build-up this season and if you are one that was
fortunate enough to keep your bees alive through the winter, then you should have already been monitoring
your mites and based on those results, done a mite treatment and then made sure your mite load is very low. If
you have not done so, your hive MITE be crashing already and you will be singing the blues in the next month
when all you see is deformed wings and weak, sickly bees. We could entertain many different scenarios to get
us to the point of where your bees are today, but the fact of the matter is that if you have not monitored your
mite levels yet, then you are not doing your bees any favors, nor your neighbors' bees. Every year is different
and maybe you think that it is too early to be worrying. You might hear a neighbor beekeeper or a beekeeper
with hundreds of hives saying that their mite levels are low and that they're testing and not seeing many mites.
But please, do not glean information off of others' hives to draw some correlation to how your bees are doing.
Things do not work that way with bees.
The way they work is that mites are on your bees. The more brood your bees raise, the more mites are
reproducing in those brood cells. The earlier on the calendar the bees raise those large amounts of brood, the
earlier you will see the higher mite infestations. The earlier you take care of this problem, the higher chance of
your hive thriving and making it through the year healthy.
Heat is something that is always on my mind in these honey production months. Last year we had already seen
100+ temps at this point and there were plenty more of those hot high 90 degree days to come in early June. I
also recall some strong winds accompanying that heat. I have not had good experiences making a honey crop
(here or in Montana) when the wind and heat together occur at the same time even though the plants are
blossoming and giving off wonderful aromas. In fact, at this point last year, I think my honey crop was just
about in the books. Any honey that my bees made me last year, came from the early spring buildup, in the
colonies that had strong populations and a honey super on top. There was a good late nectar flow in many
locations from Star Thistle but I did not consider this MY crop since I had already pulled honey supers and the
bees were left to keep all that honey.
This year is looking much better so far. The blackberries are in bloom, following this will be the Toyon. I
mention these two plants because they are the two that I key in on in May and June. However, I am very
suspicious of the blackberry plant and its ability to make any sort of reliable nectar in these parts. I will just say
that I have not seen it happen. I taste it, I see the bees working it, but I do not think it compares to the amount of
honey the bees make off of the Ceonothus or Toyon. Another observation that I am taking into account is the
ground moisture and rainfall. This year is very low on both, and I think it is very interesting how the plants did
so well giving off nectar early in spring given the lack of water. Will the remaining nectar producing plants
produce similarly given these conditions? If the heat stays in check as it has so far I am cautiously optimistic.
Mites, heat and what you are observing in your bees are all good conversation points for our June meeting.
Please attend and take part in the discussion.

June 7th Meeting 7 pm– ON ZOOM
June Program: Rearing Quality Queens and Drones, presented by Susan Cobey
More information on Susan Cobey can be found below.
Please note the time change from 6pm to 7pm for this Zoom meeting.
Due to the current state of events relating to the pandemic, the meeting for June will continued to be hosted on
Zoom but at a new time slot. The Zoom meeting format is expected to end in the coming months, with meetings
returning to in-person gatherings. More about that later as the time table develops. For this June meeting, access
information will be emailed to the membership prior to the meeting date and time.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
I type these words as blackberry is just coming into bloom at the 2500 ft level. We had a very favorable spring,
which allowed colonies to grow rapidly, and we had added second brood chambers to strong singles that had
built up during our spring bloom.
Last week, I was with the crew as we entered a yard in Nevada City. Some of us immediately noticed that one
hive had a bunch of dead bees on the ground in front of it (photo below).

I immediately suspected the cause, but waited to see if the newer members of the crew could figure it out. After
tipping up the second brood chamber, which was still mostly foundation, the saw a very strong single below it –
wall-to-wall with bees. The brood looked healthy, and they couldn’t figure out why there were bees dying, so
they called me over.
I explained that the spring bloom had ended, and that we were in the “post apple bloom” dearth. I pulled an
outer frame from each side, and pointed out that the colony didn’t have a single cell of honey. And that there
had been a hailstorm during the cold snap two days before. The strong colony had been living hand to mouth,
and due to that brief break in foraging, they’d simply run out of food.

Although the weather had warmed back up, it was still some days before we expected blackberry to start
flowering. So after we returned home, Eric sent one of the crew back with a truckload of syrup to provide every
colony a half gallon to hold them over.
In another yard, I was performing mite washes in preparation for a field trial. When I opened one strong triplehigh colony, I noticed that more than half the bees on the frame that I’d pulled were drones. This is not unusual
if you happen to pull an outer frame during spring. So I pulled another frame, and saw the same thing. So I
went to the next box down – same thing! Then down to the bottom box – same thing.
Every one of the 30 combs in the hive was covered with drones. I took a photo of the bees on the bottom board:

More drones than workers! The colony had gone queenless (although it acted as though it had a replacement
queen in the works). Queenless colonies, and especially those with virgin queens are very attractive to drifting
drones (drones are known for drifting to other hives than their own). And this was apparently what had taken
place. But in all my years of beekeeping, I’ve never seen so many drones in a hive.
Varroa management. Now’s the time. Better to practice proactive mite management, rather than reactive (one
the mite infestation rate has climbed to a dangerous level). We’ve already found the occasional colony with a
sky-high mite count. It takes only a few minutes to perform a mite wash with Dawn detergent, or a lessaccurate sugar shake. But either indicate whether you can wait to treat for varroa.
I’ve got my fingers crossed that there will be nectar in the blackberry bloom this dry season. Be careful with
your smokers in the dry grass. And please plan to volunteer to man the bee booth at the Fair in August.
Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver

Hands-on Beginners Class
Submitted by Randy Oliver
If enough beekeepers are interested, I am willing to give a Saturday or Sunday morning hands on class on how
to work bees, diagnose colony health, manage varroa, and Q&A. If you are interested, please email me at
randy@randyoliver.com, with the word "class" in the subject line.

June’s Program – Susan Cobey
Submitted by Mark Machado
Susan Cobey's focus is honey bee stock improvement and instrumental insemination. She established and
manages the New World Carniolan closed population breeding program, now in its 40th generation. Her
experience includes management of Honey Bee Research Laboratories at the Ohio University State and the
University of California, Davis, providing honey bee stock and assisting researchers, and students in their
various honey bee research projects.
Currently she operates Honey Bee Insemination Service and holds a 50% appointment with Washington State
University. Her focus is enhancement of honey bee stocks and improvement of colony health through breeding
and incorporation of germplasm, collected from honey bees in their native European range, to enhance the U.S.
gene pool. She provides training in instrumental insemination and information in presentations, publications and
instructional material for both scientific and public audiences, worldwide to promote honey bee stock
improvement.

Treasurer’s Report – April
By Janet Brisson

DUES R DUE!
NCBA Club Membership Janet Brisson, Treasurer
Please continue to be a valuable member of the Nevada County Beekeeper's Association. Your dues go towards
our wonderful programs that include out of town beekeepers and scientist and our very own Randy Oliver who
bring us the latest News of the Hive.
2021 Dues are $25/yr. (print newsletter) or $20/yr. (email newsletter)
Please update your membership or join today.
You can pay mail dues to (make check out to NCBA)
NCBA C/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949
Or go our website at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late
April. For more information on bulk orders, deliveries
and pricing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/

Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
10% off for NCBA Members
Handmade and weatherproofed.
Will last years and years and never needs painting.
Check them out here www.countryrubes.com
Janet Brisson 530-913-2724 rubes@countryrubes.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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