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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.
See you in 2022.

December 6th Meeting – CANCELLED
We will be “dark” for December, but resuming on January 3rd, 2022, at 7pm. Our intent for the January meeting
will be a combo in-person/Zoom style meeting. More details to follow as the program develops. The meeting
will feature a presentation by Katharina Davitt, with her research on feeding bananas to bees. Katharina is the
OSU Master Beekeeper Program Coordinator and Instructor for the Klamath, Oregon Basin. This program
looks to be a very interesting one! See you then.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Winter has arrived. When cold weather and rain first hit, most of our colonies shut down broodrearing. But
then it warmed a bit, and I’m seeing pollen foragers bringing in a lot of fluorescent-orange loads of rust fungus
spores, and packing them into the broodnests.

I confirmed under the microscope at 400x:

This influx of “pollen” triggered the nurse bees to reinitiate broodrearing. The problem then is, that rust fungus
spores are either nutritionally incomplete or possibly toxic. So the nurses just wear themselves out by trying to
rear a bunch of failing brood. What we do when this is occurring is to feed some high-quality pollen sub in
order to give the nurses a supplemental nutritous diet.
What’s best for our colonies is for them to enjoy a bit of winter break, which they will if it cools down below
flight weather. And then hope for good flight weather when the alders start blooming in January.
Honey bees and ants are unique among insects, since they store energy reserves outside of their bodies. We
humans enjoy that stored energy not only when we consume the honey stored by our hard-working bees, but
also when we burn beeswax.
Now’s the time to take that beeswax that you’ve collected and melt it into candles. What I like to point out is
that the light and heat from a beeswax candle flame comes from the sun’s energy captured by our wildflowers
during spring and summer, converted by the plants into nectar, and then converted into wax by our bees. That
energy from the sun is then released for our enjoyment during the winter.
Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Randy Oliver
October 2021 Beginning Balance $ 5,328.25
No Deposits
Debits

$314.16

Total R/C 11/21/21 $5,014.09

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

Caretaker situation available for two bedroom one
bath house on twelve acres. Bear proof apiary, 3200
feet elevation. Good bee forage, this autumn's harvest
was 140 pounds from three hives. Have equipment for
5-6 more hives. I have been keeping bees for decades
and cannot safely lift supers anymore. Able to provide
50-60 hours of work time per month, will vary with
the seasons.
Call property manager Deb at 530 346-2288
or email to info@debspropertymanagement.com
Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
10% off for NCBA Members
Handmade and weatherproofed.
Will last years and years and never needs painting.
Check them out here www.countryrubes.com
Janet Brisson 530-913-2724
rubes@countryrubes.com
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late April.
For more information on bulk orders, deliveries and pric
ing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
Please email Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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