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President’s Message
From Spencer Wingfield
There are generally a couple of times a year when I ask myself WTH am I
doing beekeeping as a profession. Looking at the task set out at this time of year, pulling honey, is a sobering
vision. The reality is that in this profession there are many tasks that just cannot be aided by mechanical/tech
help. Honey weighs approximately 12 pounds per gallon, and I lift every one of those gallons at least twice:
1st lift - off the hive and onto a pallet
2nd lift - off the pallet and onto an uncapper for extracting
There are lifts in between obviously, but I do at least have mechanical help (crane/forklift) for those.
This year, I am gearing up to use an additional piece of equipment called bee escape boards. They are part of
the long term plan in my operation, so I figured I should try them out now on a smaller scale and see how they
work out. They actually add one more lift to every one of those gallons of honey. Though this is an added
expense, and additional work, I think it might be a better way than I was removing honey supers before. The
escape boards eliminate the use of any chemicals and will hopefully save time in the apiary actually pulling the
supers, therefore possibly reducing the amount of angry robbing bees. Additionally, bees do not like being
blown off their frames with leaf blowers.
Pulling honey is an activity that nobody likes, beekeeper nor bees. It is really the only task that I actually suit up
for, which adds to the discomfort by putting a layer of cotton on, whilst working in the blazing sun, sticky and
sweaty. This all could be worse however, the honey supers could be extremely light!
Happy honey pulling!

August Meeting is our annual BBQ / Cleanup at the Fairgrounds
BBQ/Cleanup is August 8, 2021 at 5:00PM
In lieu of our regularly scheduled meeting, the club will be sponsoring a “Bee Club Potluck/Clean-up” gettogether at the fair grounds. We will clean up the bee booth, which should not take very long with many hands
working. Then the Bee Club Potluck will immediately follow. The club provides hamburgers, gourmet hot
dogs, veggie burgers, plus all the condiments. The club will also provide watermelon, chips and drinks! This is
a great time to socialize with your fellow beekeepers.
It’s not too late to drop Karla a note (mailto:queenbeez@att.net) letting her know if you will be attending the
Bar-B-Que. She needs to know how many dinners to plan for on that day. Your free fair tickets will also be
given out at the Bar B Que for those who have volunteered for Bee Booth duty.
See you there!

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
We’ve experienced drought in California, but not coupled with the high temperatures that we now suffer
through. This last heat wave was really tough on many plant species, not to mention our bees. I can’t say for
sure that it’s due to water stress, but our black oaks have been dropping full limbs during this and last summer,
in the absence of wind. One crushed the corner of our honey house and the cab of a truck last week:

As far as our bees, when the temperature gets above 100°F, I hear the colonies roar with fanning. The bees tend
to move down from the upper frames, and water foragers get busy bringing back water for evaporative cooling.
I was curious whether it would help for us to provide our bees with water in the hive, so ran an experiment for
several days in three hives out in the sun.
I gave the bees a choice between heavy syrup (77% sugar) and well water, offered in chick waterers:

Heavy syrup is difficult for bees to work through their proboscises, so is taken more slowly than more dilute
syrup. To my surprise, when the sun hit the hives in the morning and the bees were fanning madly, the workers
at the top of the hive mobbed the heavy syrup, but paid scant attention to the water (the red dish). Yes, a few
bees could be seen imbibing water, but nothing compared to those sucking up the heavy syrup.
I found that all the colonies would take about 2/3 of a quart of water a day (after accounting for evaporative
loss). That amount is a bit less than recorded for that collected by water foragers, which suggests that the
dedicated water foragers don’t respond to water offered in the hive. For more information on how the water
foragers in the hive respond to a colony’s water needs, read a fascinating study here. I need to do some more
follow up experimentation with colored water to see where the bees move the fed water to.
Over the years, I’ve been called a few times for swarm removal in July, to arrive to find that it was not a swarm,
but bees wildly foraging on English ivy. So I planted a vine (I think it was Green Showers cultivar) a few years
ago. This year it bloomed, and the bees went crazy for it for about a week:

Happy beekeeping!
Randy Oliver

Hands-on Beginners Class
Submitted by Randy Oliver
If enough beekeepers are interested, I am willing to give a Saturday or Sunday morning hands on class on how
to work bees, diagnose colony health, manage varroa, and Q&A. If you are interested, please email me at
randy@randyoliver.com, with the word "class" in the subject line.

Bee Booth – County Fair
Submitted by Karla Hanson
Bee Club members please mark in your calendar the Bee Club Potluck/Clean up.
The date is August 8, 2021 at 5:00PM. We will clean up the bee booth, which will not take very long with so
many hands. Then the Bee Club Potluck will follow at 6:00pm. The club provides hamburgers, gourmet hot
dogs, veggie burgers plus all the condiments. The club will also provide watermelon, chips and drinks! This is
the club’s annual Potluck so bring your favorite dish to share. Salads, baked beans, dip whatever you would like
to share.
This is a great time to get to socialize with your fellow beekeepers. Please drop Karla a note (emailto:
queenbeez@att.net) letting her know if you will be attending the Bar B Que. She needs to know how many meat
choices to purchase. Your free fair tickets will also be given out at the Bar B Que. Hope to see LOTS of you
there!!
We still need people to man the Bee Boothf (Sunday 2pm). The fair gives you a free admission ticket for each
shift worked. For those who have not done this before. Let me just say it’s ALWAYS a lot of fun talking to all
the people and listening to their experience with bees 🐝 We are one of the only fairs that actually have TWO
real bee hives on the site. Please contact Karla at queenbeez@att.net for spots available.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late
April. For more information on bulk orders, deliveries
and pricing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/

Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
10% off for NCBA Members
Handmade and weatherproofed.
Will last years and years and never needs painting.
Check them out here www.countryrubes.com
Janet Brisson 530-913-2724 rubes@countryrubes.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
www.nevadacountybeekeepers.org

c/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
First Class Mail
August Meeting is our Fair BBQ
Bar-B-Que and Clean-up
August 8th at 5:00PM
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