The Local Buzz
April 2021

President’s Message, Spencer Wingfield
Hello Spring,
The air smells of nectar and the humming of the bees in the apiary is amazing. With the various blooming flora
providing ample nectar and pollen, the bee colonies are building up their population in preparation for the next
nectar and pollen flow. Now is the time to make your beekeeping mistakes. Mistakes at this time can easily be
righted and the colony will continue to grow in abundance.
I left some colonies in the county that were not strong enough to take to the orchards for pollination, and much
to my surprise they have built up and appear just as strong as the colonies that went down to the orchards. Keep
an eye on your bees. They might be a lot stronger than you think. Get into them and make a split. Or if you are
more hands off, have some equipment on standby and hope you might catch them when they swarm.
This upcoming meeting should be a great benefit to anyone trying to keep bees alive and minimize mistakes. I
would highly recommend attending and participating. Ask questions, often times the dialogue that comes from a
question is where you can learn a lot. There is a wealth of knowledge within the members of the club and they
are all friendly and willing to share experiences and advice.
If you're bees made it through last year, congrats and keep up the good work. If not, here's to a successful fresh
start!

April 5th Meeting 6 PM– ON ZOOM
Due to current events the upcoming regular meeting will be hosted on Zoom.
Meeting access information will be emailed to the membership.
Our April Meeting, via Zoom, will feature our very own Randy Oliver. Randy recently prerecorded a
presentation entitled “Successful Beekeeping by Reading the Comb”. For those of you who are new to our
group, Randy is a world-renowned authority on beekeeping, publishes much of his educational and research
material on the website ScientificBeekeeping.com, and lives in our local community.
With the outlook for clear and warm weather on the horizon, opening our hives for an inspection and “reading
the comb” couldn’t be a more timely topic.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Welcome, spring! This is usually when I teach my beginners class. But right now, being in the middle of
chemo-radiation therapy on my throat and tongue, it’s a challenge to speak for more than a few minutes. But
the most ugly downside is that the radiation kills all taste buds, making it very difficult to force food down my
crop -- I’m completely unable to even taste any sweetness in honey! With luck, the treatment will completely
kill the tumor, and I’ll have a new lease on life.
So for the program, I’ve recorded a PowerPoint presentation called “Reading the Combs.” The point being, that
instead of asking the books or a beekeeper what the colony needs, learn to determine it yourself by simply

understanding what the combs will tell you. The presentation covers a full year in the life of a hive, and
includes important points on colony buildup, nutrition, swarming, collecting honey, varroa management, and
winter prep. Even long-experienced beekeepers tell me that they learn from it.
Winter is hanging on later this year than last. We are mating thousands of queens for our nucs, but the queens
and drones won’t fly unless the temperature hits 70F. For that reason, the boys have been placing the nucs
down in warmer Brown’s Valley.
Watch your strongest colonies for signs of swarm preparation – fresh queen cells along the bottom bars of the
second brood chamber. You can generally get queen cells from Eric to make splits. Check my First Year
Beekeeping web page (First year beekeeping) for a clever method used by Europeans to control mites at the
same time, by simply sorting the brood frames. If you don’t want to make increase, you can recombine the
hives once swarm season is over.
It looks as though it’s going to be a serious drought year. This does not bode well for the bees or a honey crop,
nor for avoiding wildfires. Best to run fewer strong colonies, than a bunch of weak ones.
Beginners, I strongly suggest that you carefully read First Year Beekeeping. Once I’m done with treatment, I
plan to hold field sessions on handling bees, and perhaps a class at the Fairgrounds. Send an email with the
subject line “Class” and I’ll put your name on the list for notification.
Challenge question: a beekeeper from England sent me the photo below of some unusual critters that he found
on a stickyboard. Anyone recognize what they are? I’ll answer at the meeting.

Happy beekeeping!
Randy

Treasurer’s Report – February
By Janet Brisson
Beginning Balance
Deposits

$4731.28
566.14

Subtotal

5297.42

Debits

(221.00)

Total & R/c 3/26/21

$5076.42

DUES R DUE!
NCBA Club Membership Janet Brisson, Treasurer
Please continue to be a valuable member of the Nevada County Beekeeper's Association. Your dues go towards
our wonderful programs that include out of town beekeepers and scientist and our very own Randy Oliver who
bring us the latest News of the Hive. We have Dr. Samuel Ramsey for our May 7th meeting.
2021 Dues are $25/yr. (print newsletter) or $20/yr. (email newsletter)
Are you paid up? Look at your email Subject Tab or your mailing label. If you see the words “Dues R Due!”
you are not current. If you paid and you see this, please contact me so I can fix it.
Please update your membership or join today.
You can pay mail dues to (make check out to NCBA)
NCBA C/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949
Or go our website at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org and look under the Join NCBA. It is an extra $1 to
cover fees. You can pay through PayPal even though it says NEW MEMBER. I get notified and will figure it
out.
Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

Swarm Hotline
The NCBA Swarm Hotline List is in the process of being updated for 2021. We need to add to our list of people
we can contact. If you want to be on the list as someone who can be called upon to retrieve a bee swarm then
please send the below information via email to Lynn Williams at iamlynn@hughes.net or call 530-675-2924.
Even if you were on the list for last year, please confirm your participation for 2021. Note that many calls come
from the Yuba City/Marysville area so help is needed in this area. We can also use help from people who can do
bee removals (such as from walls, etc.)
NAME | PHONE | CITY OF RESIDENCE | ANY AREA LIMITATION | CAN ALSO DO REMOVALS?

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late
April. For more information on bulk orders, deliveries
and pricing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/

Country Rubes Screened Bottom Boards
10% off for NCBA Members
Handmade and weatherproofed.
Will last years and years and never needs painting.
Check them out here www.countryrubes.com
Janet Brisson 530-913-2724 rubes@countryrubes.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.

The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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