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President’s Message, Amy Hustead
Life has slowed down for a lot of people, but apparently not me. I have had
many requests for hive inspections, help with swarms, splits and package
installations. I also work for a beekeeper in Napa a couple days here and there. I was helping to split a hive in a
vineyard in Napa (most hives in Napa are in vineyards) and after we were done the hive was visited by an egret.
The egret spoke to me, it said “Don’t worry Amy, everything is going to be okay. The bees keep
going, and the world will keep going too.” No, that’s not really what happened.
What did actually happen is that my dog who was traveling with me got stung by a bee in the car
and he went into anaphylactic shock. His gums turned a sickly gray color, he became extremely
lethargic and lost control of some of his vital motor functions. I rushed him to the nearest vet and
he was given injections of an antihistamine and steroids. It was a terrible experience for both of
us.
Oh, the irony of the beekeepers dog being allergic to bees! Now I guess I have to get a dog epi
pen. I would implore those of you with pets to familiarize yourself with the symptoms of
anaphylaxis in dogs and cats. It is pretty rare but it can happen, obviously.
Here is a picture of the hive that was visited by an egret.

On another note, I have started volunteering at the Sacramento County Jail. Retired Sheriff’s
Deputy Steve Hays has started a beekeeping program for the female inmates. He has been a
beekeeper for 4 years and is joining the Master Beekeeping Program as an apprentice in the fall.

He is passionate about sharing his love of bees with the inmates. Steve’s goal is to give these
women some skills that can help them get a job when they are released. I have been out there 3
times now and am enjoying working with the inmates. They are excited and enthusiastic to be a
part of the program. I got to listen to some of them explain why they want to be in the program,
they expressed gratitude and hope that this would lead them to make better life choices.
If anyone is interested in contributing in any way to this program, donations of time or
equipment would be appreciated. I have received a few 8 frame boxes from member Grace
Sullivan and I think we are okay for boxes right now. We could use some sweatbands, baseball
caps, shade sails, bee suits, veils and gloves.
I would like to start a garden out there, there is plenty of room. If anyone is interested in helping
me do that, or donating your time, please let me know.

May 4th Meeting – CANCELED
Due to current events the current regular meeting is canceled.
If an online meeting is organized you will be notified by email.

Treasurer’s Report
By Janet Brisson
March 2020
Beginning Balance $ 3775.85
Deposits
576.90
No Debits
Total
$4352.73 R/C 4/23/2020

Jack Meeks
Submitted by Janet Brisson
Kathern Madeira and I attended Jack Meeks’ memorial on March 6, 2020. It was a beautiful service, a really
nice turn out. We were all invited to speak and I was one of the first, talking about Jacks dedication to our bee
club for over 25 years as secretary.

I knew Jack served on the School Board and ran for the NID Board. What surprised me was what everyone else
had to say. Jack was a Major in the Army, a Veteran of WWII, the Korean War and Vietnam. I did know about
his masters degree in Biochemistry and that he taught high school in Southern California, but didn’t know he
also had a degree in electrical engineering.
Other things I learned about Jack.
• While living in Southern California, Jack was involved with horses and endurance riding, finishing the
Tevis Cup Ride from Tahoe to Auburn many times
• Jack retired from teaching and moved up to Penn Valley in 1988 where he continued with his love of
horses and ranching.
• Jack was also a long-time secretary for Toast Masters. He was also a thespian in local plays and worked
for our local TV station. He took music lessons and sang. He was a veterinary tech and rescued dogs.
• Jack was well loved with long time friends who all moved here from Southern California.
• Everyone who spoke were surprised that Jack was involved in so many different things. I knew Jack
from our club, really only talked about bees and bee related things. 93 years old. What an incredible
life.

Swarm Hotline
The NCBA Swarm Hotline List is in the process of being updated for 2020. We need to add to our list of people
we can contact. If you want to be on the list as someone who can be called upon to retrieve a bee swarm then
please send the below information via email to Lynn Williams at iamlynn@hughes.net or call 530-675-2924.
Even if you were on the list for last year, please confirm your participation for 2020. Note that many calls come
from the Yuba City/Marysville area so help is needed in this area.
NAME | PHONE | CITY OF RESIDENCE | ANY AREA LIMITATION

County Fair – Bee Booth
The Nevada County Fair will open August 12 and end on 16th. (hopefully) August 9 (if allowed) will be the
Bee Club Clean up and our annual Bar b Que.
Karla has started taking names for working the Bee Booth. Time slots will be remaining the same. Morning
slot starts at 9:30am and ends at 2:00pm. Afternoon slot starts at 2:00pm and ends at 6:00pm. Evening slot starts
at 6:00pm and ends at 10:00pm
Karla can be reached by email at queenbeez@att.net.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

Amy Hustead, Bear River Bees
Consultations, Swarm Removal
One on One Mentoring
530.613.7171
BearRiverBees@gmail.com
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late
April. For more information on bulk orders, deliveries
and pricing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/
Taking orders for spring nucs.
Well established 2020 queen
with 5 frames of bees, brood,
nectar & pollen. $165/each.
wingfieldhoneyco@gmail.com
530-300-3217 (Spencer).
Beekeeper Needed
Local beekeeper in need to place beehives on a Colfax
property. Please contact Reinhard.
reinhard@agentswob.com

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com

NCBA Leadership
For 2019 all the Officers, Board Members and
Committee Chairs will remain the same with the
exception of a new President, Amy Hustead.

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
www.nevadacountybeekeepers.org

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
Officers
President – Amy Hustead
bearriverbees@gmail.com
Vice President – Spencer Wingfield
spencerwwingfield@gmail.com
Secretary – position not filled
Treasurer – Janet Brisson
rubes@countryrubes.com
Board Members
Leslie Gault
Randy Oliver
Karla Hanson
Deborah Morawski
Brion Dunbar
Committee Chairs
Fair Booth Coordinator - Rob Slay
Swarm Hotline
Karla Hanson
Lynn Williams
Librarian – Tynowyn Slattery
swoolman@saber.net
Membership – Janet Brisson
rubes@countryrubes.com
Newsletter Editor – Gary Gustafson
garyg@newpress.com
Social Media
Amy Hustead
Jess Ferrer

300-3217

913-2724

346-7092
277-4450
265-3756
675-2924
559-1422
263-5618
265-3756
675-2924
265-6318
913-2724
478-1216

All area codes are 530 unless noted otherwise.

c/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
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