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President’s Message, Amy Hustead
It’s February and spring temperatures are weeks if not days away. I remember my first year of beekeeping when
my hive swarmed on March 17th. That meant that the bees had started swarm preparations at the end of
February. I was totally unprepared and there was nothing I could do as I watched the bees settle high up in a
pine tree.
Do you know what the signs of swarming are? Educate yourself and be ready to open your hives as soon as it is
warm enough. If the bees are in the top box, reverse the hive bodies and give them more room. This will buy
you some time. Make sure you have extra equipment for splits and any swarms that may occur. Be ready to
catch a swarm, a large bucket attached to a long pole makes swarm catching easier.
The return of spring means it’s time to start thinking about increases. Every year, your surviving hives will need
to be split or they will swarm. If you don’t know how to make a split, please ask an experienced beekeeper or
do some research. There are as many ways to make splits as there are beekeepers (just kidding) so find one that
will work for you. Happy Beekeeping!

February 3rd Meeting – 7:00 PM
We were not able to secure a speaker for this meeting, HOWEVER, Randy graciously offered an update on his
current research/trials.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Our bees got off to a great start when the alders first started blooming in mid January, bringing in huge yellow
pollen loads. But then after a day the weather turned wet and cold. Today (25 Jan), yellow loads are coming in
again, and colonies are brooding up.
We’re getting ready for almond pollination; Eric and Ian have already hauled a number of truckloads of hives
to the orchards well in advance of bloom, fearful of another deluge (and the resulting mud) as occurred last
year.
I love driving through the upper Sacramento Valley this
time of year, and seeing all the migratory waterfowl in
the rice fields.
Every spring is a renewal, and almond orchards get
renewed after 20-25 years of production, as in the photo
below. Growers need to deal with all the wood from the
trees, and traditionally sold some as firewood, then
burned the rest in the orchards. For a few years, there
was demand for the remaining branches for biomass
generation of electricity, but we Californians stopped
funding that.

Recent findings by UC Davis show that it is cost-effective, and of benefit to the soil, to grind up the trees, and
incorporate the chips into the soil (no surprise to organic farmers).
Above (right) is a photo that I took this week of a recently-planted almond orchard. Over my career, I’ve
watched orchards be planted, grow and produce, and then be removed and planted again. Like your garden, but
on a longer time scale.
Anyway, enjoy the magic of the new year!

Treasurer’s Report
By Janet Brisson
December 31, 2019
Beginning Balance
Deposits

$4,361.82
60.00

Sub Total

4,421.82

Debits

( 902.20)

Total R/C

$3,519.62

Minutes ~ January Meeting
No minutes available. The club is still looking for a secretary. Is that you? If you can step up as this club officer
please contact president Amy. Don’t worry you will get guidance if needed.

Club Dues R Due
Submitted by Janet Brisson
Dues are $25/yr. (printed mailed newsletter) or $20/yr. (email newsletter). You can pay dues at the meeting or
mail dues to (make check out to NCBA) NCBA C/o Janet Brisson 20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA
95949. Or go our website at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org and click “JOIN” to pay your dues. Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608

Amy Hustead, Bear River Bees
Consultations, Swarm Removal
One on One Mentoring
530.613.7171
BearRiverBees@gmail.com
Spring Nucs — taking orders now
Available for pickup in Napa or Waterford in late
April. For more information on bulk orders, deliveries
and pricing please visit https://abeeprovisions.com/
Taking orders for spring nucs.
Well established 2020 queen
with 5 frames of bees, brood,
nectar & pollen. $165/each.
wingfieldhoneyco@gmail.com
530-300-3217 (Spencer).

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com

NCBA Leadership
For 2019 all the Officers, Board Members and
Committee Chairs will remain the same with the
exception of a new President, Amy Hustead.

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
www.nevadacountybeekeepers.org

Nevada County Beekeepers Association
Officers
President – Any Hustead
bearriverbees@gmail.com
Vice President – Spencer Wingfield
spencerwwingfield@gmail.com
Secretary – position not filled
Treasurer – Janet Brisson
rubes@countryrubes.com
Board Members
Leslie Gault
Randy Oliver
Karla Hanson
Deborah Morawski
Brion Dunbar
Committee Chairs
Fair Booth Coordinator - Rob Slay
Swarm Hotline
Karla Hanson
Lynn Williams
Librarian – Tynowyn Slattery
swoolman@saber.net
Membership – Janet Brisson
rubes@countryrubes.com
Newsletter Editor – Gary Gustafson
garyg@newpress.com
Social Media
Amy Hustead
Jess Ferrer

300-3217

913-2724

346-7092
277-4450
265-3756
675-2924
559-1422
263-5618
265-3756
675-2924
265-6318
913-2724
478-1216

All area codes are 530 unless noted otherwise.

c/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road
Grass Valley, CA 95949
First Class Mail

February 3rd Meeting – 7PM
Randy will discuss his latest research.

