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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Fall is here again, it happens every year so it shouldn't surprise me. This
summer just seemed to pass so quickly and with these warmer temperatures
continuing as I write this, fall still seems a ways off. The calendar however
does not lie and the days are noticeably shorter. The cooler weather that surely
must be coming soon means less forage and less flight time for our bees.
Because of this we need to monitor the weight of our colonies and feed if
needed. A simple way to check is the two finger test, if you can lift one end of
a double super colony then it's time to feed.
Hopefully everyone got varroa mite levels under control in August, but even if we have, we must continue
monitor them. We want healthy colonies with plenty of food going into winter, this along with winter
management will help insure they survive into next spring. If you have any questions about monitoring weight,
feeding or varroa mites please ask at the next meeting.
Our elections for officers is held at the November meeting and nominations at the upcoming October meeting.
If you'd like to consider yourself for a position please let one of the board members know at the next meeting.

October 7th Meeting –7:00 PM
Our speaker Monday evening will be Jon Zawislak presenting his program Queens and Genes: Adapting Bees
to New Situations. Jon Zawislak is the apiculture specialist for the University of Arkansas Division of
Agriculture. Please join us for a No Host Dinner at Maria's Mexican Restaurant in Grass Valley at 5:15

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Wow, we got the first rainfall in September in five years! It was stunning to go from summer heat to feeling
like cold, dark, wet winter overnight. But that bit of moisture was sure good for the vegetation. Today I
watched bees actively gathering nectar and pollen from Yellow Star Thistle, as well as some other plants.
We just finished collecting final data on this summer’s trial of extended-release oxalic acid on shop towels.
Note: this method is not yet registered, and I am not suggesting that you use it. I have a Pesticide Research
Authorization from the State of California, and am merely giving a report on my research.
2019 Extended-Release Oxalic Acid Research Summary
We applied two half shop towels across the top bars, between the brood chambers, of double-deep hives in
California, 1:1 ratio (w:w) of oxalic acid:glycerin, total of 18 g OA per hive. Trial ran from early July through
early September, for roughly 60 days for each test yard.

Towels were applied as above. Data below from 229 hives in 16 different yards. I intentionally chose hives for
the trial that exhibited elevated starting mite counts.

The blue columns reflect the starting mite count for each hive; the red column immediately to its right is the
ending mite count. Note that 50% of the hives, despite many having very high starting mite counts, went to
zero or only one mite in the final alcohol wash (red columns). I have no explanation for the few high-mite
ending outliers. In any case, the results are quite promising. I’m now testing some more absorbent cellulose
sponges that hold a greater amount of the oxalic acid solution.
Report on our selective breeding program for mite resistance
As of late September, we still have nine breeder queen colonies that have held their mite infestation rates below
3% for 19 months without treatment. And we currently have nearly 200 potential breeders from this spring’s
grafting that have not required mite treatment since April (out of ~1500 hives started). This is more than double
the 82 remaining potential breeders at this time last season. It’s too early to claim that we’re making progress,
but we’ve got our fingers crossed.
Your own hives
Now’s the time to make sure that your mites are under control (Formic Pro works well at this time). And make
sure that your hives have plenty of honey above the cluster for winter stores – feed sugar syrup if necessary.

October Speaker – Jon Zawislak
Submitted by Janet Brisson
Our speaker Monday, Jon Zawislak, is the apiculture specialist for the University of Arkansas Division of
Agriculture. He has worked and played with honey bees since 1998, and is equally at home in the bee yard, the
laboratory or the classroom. Each year he teaches workshops and short courses for new and experienced
beekeepers throughout Arkansas and beyond. His teaching emphasizes an understanding of the biology and
behavior of our busy little friends, and keeping them healthy while minimizing pesticides in the hive. He also
tries to spread the word about the importance of pollinators to the non-beekeeping public. Jon has a background
in botany and entomology, and is a certified Master Beekeeper through the Eastern Apiculture Society. He and
his family operate Walnut Valley Honey Farm in Little Rock, Arkansas, producing good products from the
hive, and supplying pollinators for area community gardens. I am so excited to have Jon speak to our club. He
is also one of the experts on Small Hive Beetles in the US and was an incredible source of information and help
when I was putting together my talk on that same nasty bug.
Please join us for a No Host Dinner at Maria's Mexican Restaurant in Grass Valley at 5:15.

From the Yard
Submitted by Brion Dunbar
I got a text this morning (September 28th) from a friend that I
keep bees on her property, and said she had a swarm in a tree.
She had sent a picture and it looked pretty small but I went
out and hived it anyway. It was about 2 frames worth of bees,
and I’ll be able to combine them with a small colony or
maybe I’ll find a queenless one in the next few weeks.
Always seems mystifying why a colony would throw a
swarm this time of year as its a pretty certain death wish if no
beekeeper finds it.
I was camping near Ebbetts Pass in August, and saw honeybees foraging on this pennyroyal plant at about 9000 ft elevation. Pennyroyal was used since ancient times to rid the body of fleas. More recently it is claimed to be helpful
as an insecticide and pest repellent and is used in some flea collars for animals. The concentrated oil of pennyroyal can be toxic to humans and animals. Some people use it as an emmenagogue (your word of the day).

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Janet Brisson

Minutes ~ September Meeting
No minutes available for this meeting.

Overwintering Hives – Get Ready Now
Submitted by Janet Brisson
For ideas for getting hives ready for winter, listen to this podcast #118 from the Beekeepers Corner
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-beekeepers-corner-beekeeping-podcast/id380038677?i=1000393831798.

Kevin Inglin podcast on Winter Management is out of New Jersey, but their weather is someone similar to the
foothills. Kevin goes through a lot of the miticides with tips on how to use them. His discussion on how to
access your hives now to determine what it will take to overwinter them is insightful. He also talks with nucs
and weak hives and how to handle them.

Volunteers Needed to Serve on the Board – NCBA
Every November, our Board submits a slate of nominees for officers of our Association. We are currently
seeking volunteers to serve as President and Secretary. Neither position requires any depth in beekeeping, but
rather a willingness to serve, and the ability to attend meetings.
At least a minimal amount of experience with beekeeping helps but the key point is that the presidents of
successful associations exhibit two main qualities:
• People skills
• The ability to keep a meeting on track.
If you're willing, please contact one of us at your earliest convenience.
Jerry Van Heeringen jerryvan29@gmail.com 530.913.5709
Randy Oliver randy@randyoliver.com 530.277.4450

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Amy Hustead, Bear River Bees
Consultations, Swarm Removal
One on One Mentoring
530.613.7171
BearRiverBees@gmail.com

------------------------------------------------------------------

To show our Club’s appreciation, Randy printed up
special labels and gifted honey to the Nevada County
Fair staff, the Board of Supervisors, and the Ag
Commissioner staff.

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue.
Submit to garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com
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