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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
February is here again, it shouldn't surprise me, it happens every year about
this time. Its the busy season for the commercial beekeepers and hopefully
this break in the rain will last long enough for them to get their colonies into
the almond orchards.
When we get those sunny mid-sixties days this time of year it always makes
me feel as though the warm days of spring are almost here. The reality here
in the foothills is that we can expect another three month of cold wet
weather before May comes around to warm us up. This means we have to
continue to monitor the weight of our colonies even if our bees passed the
two finger test in the fall. With the number of cold rainy days we've had this year we have to be sure they have
adequate food to get them to spring. If our colonies are getting light we have to be proactive and do
supplemental feeding, the warm days we have coming up are a great time to do so. Keep in mind that when the
temperature drops again, and it will, the bees may not break cluster even if the food source is just a few inches
away.

February 4th Meeting – 7:00 PM
Wendy Mather is heading up the California Master Beekeeper program and will be speaking with us at this
meeting. Wendy will speak about the various roles California Master Beekeeper Program members are playing
in counties across our state. Wendy will also cover the history of the CAMBP, and provide an overview of the
current and future plans for the program.

Bee Bits
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Water, glorious water! Annual precipitation in Nevada County each season comes mainly in the form of a few
“atmospheric river” events during the winter. Because of our total precipitation being a result of the largely
random and sporadic nature of such storms, it’s difficult to predict how much rain we’ll get each year, since the
weather is due to the complex interaction of ocean temperature cycles (El Niño, La Niña), longer-term climate
fluctuations, and the sheer randomness of how many atmospheric river storms we happen to get in a winter.
Curious, I downloaded data for the winter runoff into the Sacramento River by year* (the summer runoff is
largely due to the later melting of the higher-elevation snowpack). These figures would reflect the amount of
rain falling in Nevada County each winter. I’ve plotted the results out below for the years since I moved here.
Although your eye can’t help but look for patterns, it’s pretty easy to see that randomness plays the largest part,
with 2017 getting the most rain since the start of record keeping in 1906). My point is that it’s a fool’s errand to
try to predict what to expect in coming years, other than that the trendline is for less water as our climate
warms. What does this have to do with beekeeping in Nevada County? The answer is that our local honey
flows are largely dependent upon the previous winter’s rainfall—the more water, the more nectar and pollen
produced by our wildflowers.
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We’re currently still recovering from our groundwater depletion from the drought, but things are currently
looking pretty good. Of interest is that the 1997–98 El Niño was regarded as one of the most powerful El Niño–
Southern Oscillation events in recorded history, resulting in record rainfalls in California. The following
summer, Yellow Star Thistle exploded, growing 4 feet high, and choking off gravel roads throughout the
County. But it was also the last hurrah for a massive honey crop of this world-class honey.
By luck, in 1999 I got the contract to supply 5-lb bottles of honey to a survival food company, whose orders for
1-year survival packs were exploding due to fear of the impending Y2K collapse, with the alarmists telling us
that all the world’s computers were going to crash when they wouldn’t be able to reset to the year 2000. I
wound up buying and bottling close to 1000 lbs of honey a day, six days a week, week after week!
As it turns out, nothing crashed, and a large portion of Northern California’s premier honey got forgotten on
the back shelves of the survivalists. The mistake that I made was not to freeze some of that incredibly flavorful
honey—since that may be the last big crop that we’ll ever see. The reason is that that huge growth of Star
Thistle finally allowed the populations of the biocontrol insects that had been introduced a few years earlier to
explode—they ate nearly every single Star Thistle seed! The next year, Thistle could hardly be found anywhere
in the County. It’s never returned to what it used to be—when vast fields turned pure yellow with Star Thistle
bloom in late summer, roaring with fat bees.
So much for local history. Last week’s rains took us out of what looked like a possible return to drought, to
looking like we might see a wet year. Again, it’s largely based on the roll of the dice. The rain and cold
weather early in January prevented our bees from taking much advantage of alder pollen, but when the weather
cleared in the last week of the month, the foragers went crazy on it.
Your colonies should now be in the full swing of buildup, with frames of brood of all ages. Check your hives
for weight, since from now through April is when they may starve. Don’t forget that that means varroa has also
started reproducing – check your mite counts (the alcohol wash is most accurate). If you get a count of over 1
mite per half cup of bees, I’d suggest a formic or oxalic acid treatment as soon as possible.
*Source of data http://cdec.water.ca.gov/reportapp/javareports?name=WSIHIST

Club Dues R Due
Submitted by Janet Brisson
Please continue to be a valuable member of the Nevada County Beekeeper's Association. 2019 Dues are $20/yr.
(printed mailed newsletter) or $15/yr. (email newsletter).
Are you paid up? Look at your email Subject Tab or your mailing label. If you see the words “Dues R Due!”
you are not current. Please update your membership or join today.
You can pay dues at the February meeting or mail dues to (make check out to NCBA) NCBA C/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949 Or go our website at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org and look
under the Join NCBA. You can pay through PayPal.
Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

In The Yard
Submitted by Brion Dunbar
I ended the year with 8 colonies, and have been checking and equalizing the last few weeks. I gave each colony
2 pounds of pollen sub the first of January. Most colonies had eaten it all, but some had dragged it out the front
door! With the large pollen flow since the rains a few of the colonies were on the verge of being plugged out.

See photo at left. Its a good problem to
have, but can limit size of your colony if
there's no cells available for the queen to
lay into.
If one had some drawn frames to replace
this with, then you could save the frames
full of pollen for the usual pollen dearth
that happens mid spring.

Most colonies were moving up into the top box
nicely. Notice the balance between brood,
honey, and pollen in the picture above. Brings
joy to a beekeepers heart!

One last picture, interesting in the large number of brood cells not quite capped yet.
See the white larvae peeking out in the middle of the capped brood area.

Minutes ~ Last Meeting
By Jerry Van Heeringen
President Jerry Van Heeringen opened the meeting thanking officers, board members and committee members.
The program followed to allow the speakers to leave before the end of the meeting and get home earlier.
PROGRAM
Chris de Nijs and Lucy Wilson from the Nevada County Department of Agriculture talked about the proposed
apairy ordinance. It is designed to prevent out of the area beekeepers from dumping large numbers of colonies
in a single location depleting the forage. They held a question/answer session after the presentation.
Treasurer Janet Brisson announced tickets for the Nevada Stage Beekeeping Conference to be held February
22-24 in Yerington Nevada would be sold at a discount until February 1st. There will be a great lineup of speakers including Samuel Ramsey on Saturday.

CLASSIFIEDS
Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Amy Hustead, Bear River Bees
Consultations, Swarm Removal
One on One Mentoring
530.613.7171
BearRiverBees@gmail.com
12 deep supers, some new Permadent some drawn
12 shallow supers, most with drawn comb
5 wooden 4-frame nuke boxes, electric knife
Electric motorized homemade 2-frame extractor
Jack Meeks 432-4429
jackvmeeks@gmail.com
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The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue.
Submit to garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
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