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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Well it's almost January again, each year
seems to go by just a little faster than the one before. Last year at this time I
was working in Truckee and the snow drifts were taller than me while here at
home it never seemed to stop raining. It's December 21 as I write this, the
shortest day and longest night so it will just get better from here. The
temperatures have finally dropped enough to make it feel like winter but the
rain just hasn't shown up yet. Hopefully it'll start soon although Murphy's Law
dictates that it will start just in time to make the almond orchards a sloppy
mess for the commercial beekeepers to wade through while placing hives.
We'll have to wait and see what it all means for our honey flow, it's high time
we had a good one, I think we all deserve it. Not much to do with our bees,
just an oxalic acid drizzle in December and constant monitoring of hive
weight, if you don't know what to look for please ask at the meetings. We will be having our next meeting on
the first Monday of January in spite of it falling on the first.

January 1st Meeting – 7:00 PM – HAPPY NEW YEAR!
January’s meeting is on New Year’s Day.
Our speaker this month is Janet Brisson. Janet will address: ‘Mite Bombs…. They are Here, and They are
Real’. Janet will be discussing how important it is to test frequently for mites and how you can do it.
There are no Minutes from last month because it was the Christmas Party.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
I’m typing these words on the shortest day of the year. You’ll often read that colony broodrearing and buildup
are triggered by the winter solstice, but there is little supportive evidence for that claim. Instead, it’s been
clearly shown that winter-bound colonies typically resume a small degree of broodrearing even as the days are
getting shorter in December. And if weather conditions and bloom are such that there is a nectar and pollen
flow over the Winter Solstice (as often occurs in Australia, Southern California, and Mexico) colonies will be
rearing brood like crazy on the shortest day of the year. And they will even brood up midwinter if held at constant temperature in total darkness in a wintering shed.
Based upon a couple of interesting studies by Dr. John Kefuss, it appears that bees may be more responsive to
the daily change in day length, rather than the number of minutes of day length itself. Here in Grass Valley,
there will be no detectable change in day length the day following the Winter Solstice, but a full 3 minutes per
day change at the Spring Equinox. Up in Canada, the daily change at that time may be up to 5 minutes. This
could be one reason why colonies grow so much more rapidly at high latitudes.
Anyway, as far as bees in Nevada County, their spring buildup is usually triggered by the availability of the first
alder pollen. The catkins on the alders are now fully developed, and I expect them to begin producing pollen
perhaps the first week of January (alders are indeed triggered by photo period). If we get good flight weather
during this bloom, our colonies will start ramping up broodrearing with vigor. But be aware that such an early
ramp up will result in two things: (1) early swarming, and (2) an early start to varroa buildup.

So far, this winter has been unusually warm, with very few frosty nights until recently. Warm winter days
without enough pollen to stimulate broodrearing, may tend to wear the bees out as they engage in “fruitless
foraging.” But unless it is rearing brood, the colony has no means for replacing those worn-out foragers. We
were concerned about that, and fed a thousand pollen patties this week to encourage the colonies to engage in a
bit of broodrearing, in order to have strong colonies for almonds. We applied our winter dribble of oxalic acid
to control varroa at the same time.
On that subject, we’re trying a different dribble formulation this season. Based up research and practical
experience in Europe, beekeepers are switching to glycerin, rather than sugar, as the humectant in the dribble.
I’ll go into more details after we’ve seen the results this spring.
We’ve noticed that during this warm weather, a number of colonies have gone through their honey more
quickly than expected. It would be wise to heft your hives in order to confirm that they’re still heavy.

In The Yard
Submitted by Brion Dunbar
I have finished treating all my yards with oxalic dribble in December. If anyone needs enough mixed up oxalic
to do a dribble for a few colonies give me a call. Most yards look strong- but it seems like the ones that get a lot
of sun seem to be doing a bit better than the ones that are in the shade. I am feeding the smaller colonies a
pound of pollen patty as a bit of insurance that they make it thru the winter. It has been so warm that I’m afraid
many of the workers are wearing themselves out and wasting resources. I will feed all colonies 2-3 pounds of
pollen sub starting first week in January. Probably not necessary for hobbyists, but if each of my colonies aren't
6 frames of bees or more I won’t get paid for them by the almond farmers.
Has anyone noticed dead bees with huge pollen loads within a few feet of the front entrances? I think they must
be chilled or exhausted, trying to do ‘just one more’ foraging trip before calling it a day.
Speaking of chilled and exhausted, I have reached an agreement to sell my operation. � The buyer is from
Marysville area, and will be taking over approximately March 1st, after bees are back from pollinating almonds.
It will be a big change in lifestyle not having 12 million mouths to feed and worry about. But I’m looking forward to having more free time without an achy back.

Two Upcoming Beekeeping Conferences
Submitted by Janet Brisson
1. American Beekeeping Federation Conference & Trade show, January 9-13
This will be held in Reno at the Grand Sierra Resort and will be a four-day event. Even though it says
online registration is closed, if you go to the event page, it says you can still register online until 1/9/18
http://www.abfnet.org/. ABF is national major beekeeping conferences that caters to the backyard
beekeeper.
The trade show is free, and it is amazing. These shows are loaded with vendors who have the latest and
new inventions in the beekeeping world. They always seem to overbook their vendors and you will find
them, not only in the showroom, but down halls and around corners. That would be worth the twohour drive to check out.
2. Nevada State Beekeeping Conference in Yerington Nevada, February 23-25th.
Formally known as the Mason Valley Beekeeping Conference, it received state wide recognition this
year as people from all over attended.
This venue got so big that last year they had to find a bigger place to host it. That is where I met Samuel
Ramsey who will be our April speaker. If you want a preview, he will be speaking twice during this
event. Registration is http://www.nevadastatebeekeepers.org/2018-nevada-state-beekeepersconference.html

Special Bee Bits Report
Randy Oliver, Contributor
As Christmas approaches, I’m still able to pick aging tomatoes and peppers in my garden, and my paperwhites
have been in flower for over a month. I’m wondering whether we are going to see a “winter” this year.
In biology, we use the term “shifting baselines” to describe our lack of perception of change from what used to
be the norm. Our local environment has changed greatly due to the impact of humans. Early on, the local tribes
of “Native Americans” favored oaks over pines by burning. With the invasion of the Spanish, annual grasses
and European weedy plants started to displace many of our native species. And then came the Gold Rush, when
humans exterminated our state animal—the Grizzly Bear—cut down the forests, and started to control the
rivers.
Then came the
Industrial
Revolution, and
humanity’s release of
vast quantities of
sequestered carbon
back into the
atmosphere. This
has resulted in both a
warming and drying
of our state:
The chart above is
for the Sacramento
drainage area.
Despite the willful
ignorance of
denialists, the
temperature trend
(blue line) is difficult to dispute. Source http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/
So how about precipitation? One must be careful when trusting their memory, but mine is that we used to see
more rain and snow during winters hereabouts. Let’s see what the NOAA data indicates.
Although overall precipitation for the state doesn’t appear to have changed greatly over the years (as indicated
by the flat blue trend line), when we take into account the effect of the warmer temperatures on the snow pack
(or lack thereof) and on the evaporation rate of what water perks into our soils, California would be expected to
get drier and drier.
Note that California climate
today is different than that
experienced by our grandparents,
as well as for our native species
of plants and animals.
Mankind’s effect upon
California precipitation is less
clear, although we may be in the
middle of the worst drought in
California’s recorded history.
The question is whether we’re
gonna see any more rain this
winter. Perhaps the greatest
biological factor is the change in

minimum winter temperature (upon which plant planting zones are based). Here’s the plot for the Sacramento
drainage:

It is the winter minimum temperature that largely define plant
hardiness zones, and thus the flora of the local environment.
And this is where it gets scary. Note that in the above chart, the
average winter minimum temperature has increased by a degree
and a half (F) over the past 125 years. Now take a look at the
plant hardiness zones below, each separated by 5°F.
View at https://maxpull-tlu7l6lqiu.stackpathdns.com/wpcontent/uploads/2004/08/california_map_lg.gif
Nevada County straddles the chaparral, Manzanita, Blue Oak,
Gray (Digger) Pine zone at its lower elevations, up into Jeffrey
Pine, Red Fir at its upper elevations. We in at the Grass
Valley/Nevada City elevations are in the Black Oak Ponderosa Pine belt. Note in the map above that these belts are
separated by only a few degrees’ difference in winter low
temperatures.
Take home message: take photos of our surrounding forests to
leave for your grandchildren, since by the time they are your age, Grass Valley’s vegetation may look more like
that of Penn Valley’s today.
In recent years, many of our insect species have been disappearing. The invasion of the European Paper Wasp
can account for the loss of some butterfly and moth species, but the reasons for others are not understood. The
rising level of CO2 in the atmosphere could be partly to blame, due to it having the effect of reducing the
nutritional quality of plant matter—and as far as we beekeepers are concerned, of the protein level in the pollen
so critical to bee nutrition.
OK, so much for my reflections on this warm winter. The winter solstice is fast approaching, and a new solar
cycle is about to begin. I heard the first croaking of my beloved chorus frogs yesterday. We could still get a
rain and snow, or sink further into drought—there’s no telling. Appreciate every moment of this wondrous life!

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
4 frame hand crank honey extractor
by Dadant. It is in working order but needs a stand. It's
value is $400 and I am asking $200 OBO
Lynn Schumann 530-205-7254

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members. Please email
Janet Brisson at rubes@countryrubes.com

NCBA Leadership
For 2018 all the Officers, Board Members and
Committee Chairs will remain the same with the
exception of our new Fair Booth Coordinator, Rob Slay.
Thank you Rob and welcome to all new members!
Happy New Year
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