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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Well it’s finally starting to feel
like spring to me. With warmer days and longer breaks between
the rains it looks like the wettest winter on record is finally
coming to a close. I didn’t take my own advice to look for early
signs of swarming and two of my colonies swarmed last weekend.
Fortunately they landed on a wire deer fence in my bee yard, one
about three feet high and the other just ten feet away from the first
and about eye level. This time I didn’t see them swarm I just
happened to notice them on the fence.
While you don’t want to have any of your colonies swarm it’s
exciting to be there if they do. You hear this loud buzz and walk
out to see the air filled with a swirling mass of bees. Though it’s a bit unnerving you can walk right into the
middle of the swarming bees as they are just looking for a new home and have no interest in you at all. They
rise up into the air and if you’re lucky the queen lands on a low branch then the bees slowly cluster around her
leaving just a few hundred scouts looking for a place to live.
They say “winter isn't over until it snows on the dogwoods” but as beekeepers we know the surest sign of spring
is when our colonies start to swarm.

May 1st Meeting – 7:00 PM
All about Spring Management
The program for April will feature Janet Brisson and “Healthy Bees & Varroa Control”. Janet will include
discussing monitoring and managing your hives, bees and Varroa mites using screened bottom boards,
powdered sugar, drone brood manipulations and Natural/Small Cell Foundation.

Dinner Before the Meeting - No dinner scheduled this month.
Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
We’ve now been lucky enough to experience the worst drought in recorded California history, immediately followed by the wettest recorded winter. But I’m not sure that our bees are sharing our enthusiasm for setting such
records.
In my operation, the severe drought required us to spend a lot of money on pollen sub last fall. And then last
week required us to spend thousands of dollars on sugar syrup to prevent starvation—during a time period in
which our colonies are normally happily foraging on abundant pollen and nectar resources.
The cell builder hives at my place completely ran out of stored pollen, and needed pollen combs stolen from
hives from other yards, as well as pollen sub, in order to continue the rearing of queen cells. We had one holding

yard of 200 hives back from almonds that had started swarm cells a couple of weeks ago, but then tore them
down during our prolonged rain, and then went into starvation mode.
We’ve got hundreds of nucs with virgin queens that may not have enjoyed a single day warm enough for a mating flight during the three-week window in which a virgin is receptive for mating. Those nucs may all end up
with unmated drone-laying queens.
In other words, this has not been a good spring for bees and beekeepers. That said, there was a burst of swarming in some yards last week on the first warm day. And our early nucs were able to mate and now look great
(some after receiving syrup).
I suggest that you check your own hives for swarm cells and for adequate honey stored (heft them for weight).
Please do everything you can to prevent your colonies from swarming—when those swarms later collapse from
varroa, they become mite bombs that affect your managed hives. Now is also the time to perform alcohol
washes to determine your mite counts, and to knock back the mite if indicated, before you add honey supers.

Tough Spring
Submitted by Brion Dunbar
It has been a tough spring for those of us trying to mate out queens from queen cells. Some of my early mateout
percentages have been 35%- usually I am happy to get 75%. Just haven’t been enough days over 70 degrees in
the last 3 weeks. Also its been a tough year for me to keep up with divides and stay ahead of swarming- I have
caught at least 8 of my own, who knows how many I have missed!
BELOW: Interesting picture of a brood frame well supplied with pollen to say the least. Interesting different
colors of brood cappings. Apparently brood cappings are not pure beeswax, but a mixture of wax and propolis,
which may account for the difference in colors.

Minutes from Last Meeting
From Jack Meeks, Secretary
President Jerry Van Heeringen opened with Q&A.
Randy Oliver lost seven new nucleus hives stolen from Cedar Ridge area.
Randy has queen cells from varroa resistant stock for sale; call Eric at 530-277-5004.
Approved purchase of a set of bee related murals for exhibition at the fair bee booth and presentations at
schools.
Finance Janet Brisson: March1 $4636.28; Inc$721.72; Exp $57.37; Mar31 $5300.66.
PROGRAM Randy Oliver "Spring Hive Management"
Now is the time to swap upper with lower brood boxes so the queen can lay eggs in a tight central cluster, with
cold weather still possible. The long living bees that kept the hive going during broodless foodless winter will
begin to die as soon as new brood emerges, Their suspended aging ceases when they nurse new cells. Supplements may still be needed if nectar and pollen are late. Pollen is the limiting factor in brood growth. Two separate five-frame nucs can be raised in one box with a separator between them.

Territorial Dispatch Food and Farm New 4/5/17
Submitted by Deborah Morawski
California Honey Production Improves
Honey production recovered in California last year, according to a new report. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture says California beekeepers collected more than 11 million pounds of honey in 2016, up 35 percent
from the previous year. The state had more than 310,000 honey-producing bee colonies. California ranked
fourth in the nation in honey production, behind North Dakota, South Dakota and Montana.

Fair Booth Committee
Every summer at the Nevada County Fair our club opens the Bee Booth, providing information, honey tasting,
literature and discussion all about Bees and the NCBA.
Join the Fair Booth Committee. You are needed, its fun and no experience necessary.
Interested members should contact Jerry Van Heeringen at 913-5709 or Randy Oliver at 277-4450

NCBA Membership
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
The Nevada County Beekeeper's Association needs you! The NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on the latest news and techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced. Your membership is vital to NCBA. Annual dues only $15/yr.

California Honey Festival
Submitted by Diane Benton
May 6th in Woodland, CA in partnership with UC Davis’ Honey and Pollination Center, will be all abuzz at this
inaugural celebration.
Beginning May 1, the city’s restaurants and bars will offer honey-centric menus, with meads and honey beers
on tap, and the week will culminate on May 6 with a sweet fête, which will include a mead speakeasy with a
password-protected entrance and tastes of the honey wine from Strad Meadery. Folks can learn about backyard
beekeeping and bee-friendly plants for the home garden, or take a honey-tasting wheel for a whirl inside the
Honey Lab. Foodies can take in honey-forward cooking demonstrations by chefs like Marie Simmons, who
wrote the cookbook Taste of Honey. Free. 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. Downtown Woodland. californiahoneyfestival.com

Stolen Nucs
Submitted by Randy Oliver
Someone stole ten 5-frame nucs full of bees from
one of our yards in Cedar Ridge.
The boxes are wax-dipped pine, paint markings on
the lids vary.
If you have information, please contact Randy Oliver
at 530 277 4450. Thanks.

In summary, this month:
Serge Labesque
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do NOT buy or bring package bees, nucs and queens from outside our immediate area! Instead, arrange
to obtain bees from neighbor beekeepers.
Inspect hives on nice days, at a time when foragers are out in large numbers.
Inspect the hives regularly.
Ensure unimpeded development of the brood nests. Add frames to provide egg-laying space and combbuilding opportunities, as necessary.
Add supers to provide nectar storage space.
Ensure the presence of clustering space between the brood nests and the hive entrances.
Perform divisions when the hives are initiating their preparations for swarming.
Rear a few queens from good stock.
Observe the monitoring trays, particularly for signs of brood diseases, possible chalkbrood mummies,
EFB-affected larvae, or other health-related problems.
Gradually open the entrances of the hives to match the increasing forager activity.
Monitor the swarm traps that were set out.
Requeen or combine hives that are not performing satisfactorily, and those that have failing queens.
Keep some equipment at the ready to catch the occasional swarm.
Maintain sources of water for the bees.
Pull weeds from in front of the hives.
Discard old and misshapen combs.
Render wax from discarded frames.
Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment.
Harvest only surplus early spring honey.
Make sure you leave enough honey in the hives.

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
4 frame hand crank honey extractor
by Dadant. It is in working order but needs a stand. It's
value is $400 and I am asking $200 OBO
Lynn Schumann 530-205-7254

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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