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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
Here we are in March again, the third week
as I write this. We and our bees have had a
much more difficult winter than the last few, closer to "normal" I guess. We're
in the middle of a rainy stretch again with several more wet days ahead of us
but the forecast shows a nice stretch of sunny mild weather coming up. In
spite of the cooler conditions I've been seeing many trees in bloom around the
area and my young orchard is in varying degrees of bloom as well depending
on variety. Our colonies should be building up quickly now and we have to be
watching for the signs of swarming we learned about at the last meeting. I've
heard it said that many people get into beekeeping for the honey and many
people get out of beekeeping because of the honey. It looks like this year may
be the latter but I know we'll all just work a bit harder in July and enjoy the
abundance of honey this year promises.

April 3rd Meeting – 7:00 PM
All about Spring Management
The program for April will feature Randy Oliver and “Spring Management”. Randy will be discussing building
up your colonies for the honey flow, minimizing swarming, and early management of varroa.

Dinner Before the Meeting - No dinner scheduled this month.
Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
To our great surprise, despite the cool, rainy weather during almond bloom, the hives from some orchards came
back heavy with almond honey. We also see this with the "dinks" that we left behind in the foothills; some have
now built up strong enough to think about swarming!
The bees continually amaze me at how well they can do even if they only get brief breaks in the weather. And
they are doing the same here in the Foothills. Manzanita is still producing plenty of nectar, and there is all kinds
of pollen coming in. Spring is in the air, and we are madly rearing queens and making nucs. I’ve made arrangements to teach a Beginners Class on April 15 at the Fairgrounds—be sure to email me with the word “Class” in
the subject line if you wish to sign up (only a few spots left). This class will focus upon understanding bee biology and behavior, so that you can understand why you might want to do what.
I’ve been working hard at moving the process along to get the oxalic/glycerin shop towel treatment for varroa
registered with the EPA, and only moments ago sent off the formal draft document. I’ll be running formal trials
this summer to collect data and helpers are welcome!
This season promises to be a bumper year for a honey crop. No telling what the plants are going to do with
this much water in the soil. Star thistle could be the best it’s been since 1998. If you need to buy supers, do it
now!
Swarm season will soon be upon us. I suggest pulling a nuc or two from your strongest colonies to set back the
swarm impulse. You can contact my son Eric to purchase queen cells at 530-277-5004 or oliverhoneysales@gmail.com. Cells are free to those with yards close to mine.

Volunteer Opportunities – Fair Booth Committee
Our club is looking for members to join the Fair Booth Committee.
Duties include:
Prior to the Fair:
During the Fair:
After the fair:

oversee the cleaning and prep of the booth
replenish the booth with supplies such as honey, tasting spoons, literature etc.
properly and safely store the items from the booth.

Training is provided.
Interested members should contact Jerry Van Heeringen at 913-5709 or Randy Oliver at 277-4450

Beginning Beekeeping Class in April
Rand Oliver will be offering a Beginning Beekeeping class on April 15th in the Cottage at the Nevada County
Fairgrounds. Randy's beginners class is not so much about equipment, but rather about gaining a deeper understanding of bee biology and behavior, and how they apply to practical management and avoiding stings. Cost is
$45. If interested, please email Randy at randy@randyoliver.com. Write "Class" in the subject line; no other text
necessary. Randy will confirm your place and send details.

Swarm Hotline List
Lynn Williams, Coordinator
The NCBA “Swarm Hotline List” is in the process of being created for 2017.
You must renew your listing every year, even if you were on the list in previous years.
Note that many calls come from the Yuba City/Marysville area.
If you want to be included as someone who can be called upon to retrieve a honeybee swarm then please send
the information below via email to Lynn Williams at iamlynn@hughes.net.
1. Name:
2. Phone Number(s):
3. Any area limitations:

NCBA Membership
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
The Nevada County Beekeeper's Association is needs you! The NCBA works towards educating people about
beekeeping and agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on the latest news and techniques for the beginning
beekeeper to the very advanced. Your membership is vital to NCBA.
Annual dues are $20/yr. (print newsletter) or $15/yr. (email newsletter) are are due January 1st.
If you see “Dues R Due” on your newsletter copy (email Subject or mailing label) you are not current and this
will be your last newsletter.
Any questions, please feel free to call me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com
Dues can be payed in 3 ways.
1. At the April meeting (try to bring exact change or a check)
2. Online at http://nevadacountybeekeepers.org (Members section), includes $1 surcharge.
3. By Mail. (checks payable to NCBA)
NCBA C/o Janet Brisson
20693 Dog Bar Road Grass Valley, CA 95949

Almonds and Swarms

Submitted by Brion Dunbar
I brought back 360 colonies from the almonds this year, my best season to date. The pollination started off
pretty sketchy with lots of rain and stuck trucks,
but turned into a very successful one. My bees
are all back in Nevada County and seem very
healthy, and heavy with pollen and honey and
many are nearly plugged out. It is now turning
into a mad race to visit each colony and either divide or add a few frames of drawn comb, or do
nothing. I have already retrieved 3 swarms and
fear there will be plenty more. I noticed today a
couple lower elevation yards were bringing in a
fair amount of water white nectar, probably manzanita. The ceanothus at the lower elevations
looks quite abundant this year. We all have fingers crossed for a bountiful honey season.
Apparently not all beekeepers fared so well in
almond land. Approximately 5000 to 8000 hives
may have been lost in the Fresno area. I have to say I feel a ton of relief when my bees are all safely home.
http://www.fresnobee.com/news/business/agriculture/article139268353.html
Two picture of swarms, one in the almonds on
March 16 with my nephew and awesome helper
Sam.
The second one, on the T-post, I learned a good
lesson from. Usually I don’t bother to suit up or
take much precaution with, as swarms are
‘usually very gentle’.
But this one I picked up about 6 PM, and it had
been raining lightly for an hour or so. I took a box
out and shook it in per usual, but as there were
lots of little stems from last years Sweet Pea, I
had to shake it pretty hard to get bees off. They
were not happy with me!
I ended up with a dozen stings and running away
with my tail between my legs!

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
Library books are checked out for 1 month, if you want to extend it for a second month just call or e-mail.
Remember...If you can't make meetings to return books, you can always mail them to:
Tynowyn Slattery 20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959 swoolman@saber.net 530-265-6318

Minutes from Last Meeting
From Jack Meeks, Secretary

Pres Jerry Van Heeringen opened with Q&A.
Almond pollinators reported flooding problems but overall success in protecting the pallets of hives.
Rental prices have declined in areas where nectar supplies reduced honey production.
Treasurer Report:
FebBeg $4832.82; Inc $496.96; Exp $693.50; FebEnd $4626.38.
Program:
Brion Dunbar on Swarm Prevention: Swarm season is mid-April to mid-May, when there is lots of sealed brood
and the queen needs more cells to fill. You can provide empty comb and take hanging queen cells for starting
new hives. Otherwise half the hive may settle in a local tree with the old queen until they move to a new home.
Lynn Williams demonstrated his swarm collection kit: a beds heet to spread under the swarm, a box with empty
frames to be set on the sheet, a rope to lower a small cut branch or haul the box up to a thick limb, and a spray
bottle of sugar water to tempt the swarm. Lynn also uses a spray bottle of soapy water to eject bees remaining in
the tree, in time to wrap up his collector box and move them at dusk.

Hive Alive – Streaming on Netflix
Got Netflix? Check out this new series about the secret world of honeybees.

Internet of Things Device
Submitted by Diane Benton
It’s a concept that’s both simple and terrifying. Researchers at the University of Minnesota may have come up
with an Internet of Things device that could help prevent the bee-pocalypse.
Based on sensor data, BeeSafe can detect the optimal moment when female mites have laid their eggs, but before the male mites have fertilized them. It then sends a command back to the MiteNot frame to heat up just
enough to sterilize the male mites without harming the bees.
https://www.yahoo.com/tech/how-the-internet-of-things-could-save-the-bees-117114866924.html

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
Used bee keeping supplies – for sale
60 frames for wired foundation, 10 for $5.
Call for more info Greg 530 906-4811
Nucs for sale in April.
$150 for 5-frame with first year queen.
call Brion at 559-1422

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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