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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
I can feel the season start to change and the calendar says it already has. We've
had some cool days and even a few sprinkles of rain, it would be easy to think
it's time to put our bees to bed for the winter and beekeeping on hold until spring. Well that's just not true, our
bees are livestock and must be cared for all year.
We need to be sure our mite counts are down and the colonies have adequate food for the winter. This year I
used Mite-Away Quick Strips as I have done in the past but this time administered 1/2 dose at a two week
interval. It's critical to go into winter with healthy colonies if we want our bees to come out strong in the spring.

October 3rd Meeting – 7:00 PM
Our guest speaker this month is club member Randy Oliver with a review of recent bee science and this
summer’s testing of mite treatments.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
I left the hot weather here this month to speak in Ireland and the Isle of Man (between Ireland and England).
This area is at the same latitude as
Labrador, but due to the influence of
the Gulf Stream, they enjoy a mild
climate with few or no frosts. And
lots of cool weather and rainfall. Although it’s lush and green, the
weather is often unfriendly to bees.
I spoke to a group (BIBBA) whose
mission is to save the native black
bee, Apis mellifera mellifera. Others
have imported Carniolans, Italians,
or Buckfast bees, feeling that they
would be more productive. But
those races are not as well adapted
to the region as the black bee.
These bees in this photo (right) were
a bit hybridized, as evidenced by the
color, and won’t be bred from.

The hives used in this area look like little shiplap houses, and are more complicated than what most of us use in
California.

The folk that I stayed with in Ireland heat their homes with dark peat, cut from bogs, and dried.
Peat pressed into “briquettes” for burning. A harvested peat bog. Bogs cover huge areas of Ireland.

The beekeepers winter their colonies in a single
brood chamber, insulated on top.
In summer, colonies are supered above that single
brood chamber—and not encouraged to grow very
large, for fear of starvation should the weather turn
bad.

Volunteer Opportunity – Fair Booth Coordinator
Our club has recently created a new volunteer position. The title is “Fair Booth Coordinator”. This person
should be available before the fair to oversee the cleaning and prep of the booth and during the five days of the
fair to make sure the booth stays stocked with supplies such as honey, tasting spoons, literature etc. After the
fair everything in the booth needs to be properly and safely stored. Randy Oliver will guide you through the
process. Interested persons please contact Jerry Van Heeringen at (530) 913-5709

Minutes from Last Meeting
From Jack Meeks, Secretary
Pres Jerry Van Heeringen opened with comments, Q &A. Apigard (25% thymol) is OK during hot or cool
weather; Mite-Away (formic acid) during cool weather. One experimenter uses activated charcoal sprinkled at
hive entrance to control Varroa.
PROGRAM
Dr. Eric Mussen retired UC Davis entomologist published and spoke on winter hive preparation and the protein,
lipid and carbohydrate needs of wintering bees. Larvae which are generously fed royal jelly will not convert to
foragers in the fall, but will survive winter, if they have not had brood to feed. Ten essential (must be in diet)
amino acids, B vitamins, C and cholesterol precursor are needed daily. Pollen substitutes are inferior to natural
pollen for brood building.
Monitor your mite levels; sticky boards, sugar shake (better) alcohol or detergent rinse (best if shake is
repeated.) Honey frames should be moved in toward the cluster, leaving room in center for the next brood.

Member Tips
Submitted by Diane Benton
Our longtime member Irl Denniston (shown in
the photo serving honey at the club's beekeeping booth),
has been keeping bee's for 80 years! At the last meeting
he said that after a lot of experimenting he had a tip for
keeping his hives healthy
He spreads 1/2 tsp. of "activated charcoal" on the entry of
each of his hives and reapplies this every 2-3 weeks
during the season. He finds that not only does this keep
the mites at bay but it is good for the overall health of the
hive. He has not lost any hives this year!

Excitement at the Raffle tables.

Mass Killing: Anti-Zika Spraying
From rt.com
Mass killing’: Anti-Zika spraying accidentally slays millions of SC’s honeybees
Millions of South Carolina’s bees have unexpectedly fallen victim to the US fight against the Zika virus. Hives
of bees dropped dead in Dorchester County,
attempting to flee an insecticide attack that
had primarily targeted mosquitoes.
“My bee yard looks like it’s been nuked,” local Juanita Stanley told AP, describing the
devastating effect of the aerial spraying.
Stanley, for whom bees is a major income, is
a co-owner of Flowertown Bee Farm and
Supply in Summerville. They have lost nearly
2,5 million honeybees from 46 hives.
On Sunday morning, parts of Dorchester
County were sprayed with Naled, a common
insecticide that kills mosquitoes on contact.
In the US, it has been used for nearly six decades, since 1959, primarily to control adult mosquito population.
However, the fact that Naled, according to the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), poses no threat to
people or animals, is highly toxic to bees, was not taken into account.

Raffle Prizes
We always need more contributions to the monthly raffle! Almost everyone loves having more plants. Be creative. For every item you bring, you receive a free raffle ticket. The raffle helps with the club's expenses.
Thanks!

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
Library books are checked out for 1 month, if you want to extend it for a second month just call or e-mail.

Remember...If you can't make meetings to return books, you can always mail them to:
Tynowyn Slattery 20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959 swoolman@saber.net 530-265-6318

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available for
rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated and
there's lots of hot water for cleanup. For more
information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
4 frame hand-crank galvanized extractor
Older unit, comes with stand.
Great for a hobby beekeeper.
$25 Call Randy 530.277.4450
50 frame Maxant Extractor.
Old but works fine. $2000. Brion 530.559.1422
8 frame bottom boards
Redwood cleats. Used only 3 seasons, good shape.
$10 each. Brion 530.559.1422

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of the coming meetings.
We only need a couple of folks each month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact Karla Hanson,
queenbeez@att.net

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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