The Local Buzz
November 2016

President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
A couple of weeks ago Diane and I gave our
beekeeping presentation “Bee’s in the Garden” to
the Mother Lode Rose Society in Jackson. We try
to keep the slide show discussion fast paced, fun
and lively. The audience was fascinated to learn
about the “bee dance” and why you should never
keep your beehives in a field with black cows!
On a more serious note as I write this we are
headed into another long wet weekend. The past
few years we’ve had dry mild weather in October
but this year is different. It’s critical to monitor the weight of your colonies and feed if needed.

November 7th Meeting – 7:00 PM
Our guest speaker this month is club member Janet Brisson. Janet will be speaking about the Small Hive Beetle.
For the last 3 years Janet has been learning about Small Hive Beetles, talking to both scientist and getting
beekeeping first hand experiences.

No Host Dinner – 5:30 PM
Please join us for a no host dinner at Plaza Jalisco, 760 South Auburn in Grass Valley at 5:30 Nov 7 before the
meeting. If you wish to attend please RSVP to jerryvan29@gmail.com no later than the evening of Sunday Nov
6. Hope to see you there.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
I hope you all are enjoying the soaking as much as our plant life is! I had large, mature black oaks on my property allow their leaves to dry up at the end of September. I put sprinklers on them for a couple of days, and to
my amazement, they responded with a small burst of new green leaves. Anyway, our October rain has been
good for plant life, and we’re seeing a nice natural pollen flow coming in for end-of-season brood-rearing.
This last round of healthy, well-fed brood is critical for good wintering. We’ve given each hive roughly 6-7
pounds of pollen sub in Sept and Oct to stimulate them to rear brood. Each full-frame equivalent of brood
translates to better than two additional frames of young bees going into winter. By the time you read this, it will
likely be too late to start pollen sub feeding, but keep it in mind for next season.
And by healthy bees, I mean relatively free of varroa. We’ve got our mite levels under control across our
operation (using Apiguard thymol gel), and will be giving the hives a last oxalic dribble once they’ve shut
brood-rearing down to a minimum. I’ll try to remember to bring oxalic acid and a scale to the next meeting, so
that members can weigh out enough to dose their hives. It’s cheap, organic, safe, and easy.
I mentioned this spring that we had identified a colony that appeared to manage mites pretty well on its own,
and that I’d bred hundreds of daughters from the queen. Well, a number of those daughter colonies appeared to

carry those desirable traits. This is very exciting for me, as it implies that whatever traits her colony had for
resistance were in the queen’s genome, and were heritable. Please cross your fingers for us.
I’m heading off this weekend as the keynote speaker for a brand spankin’ new state beekeeping organization—
the Colorado Professional Beekeeping Association. This association was formed by the professional beekeepers
after the State association was hijacked by rabid anti-pesticide extremists. I’ve been following the battle for the
past three years. The hijackers blame all their bee problems on the neonics and other pesticides, and are causing
much grief in the agricultural community and government. But the professional beekeepers in Colorado are
happy working with their local farmers, and say that pesticide issues are minimal—the proof being that they
bring strong, healthy hives to almonds. It may be an interesting conference, since I’ve heard that some of the
extremists will be attending.

Small Hive Beetles
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
So much to say, so little time. I’m giving the November program on Small Hive Beetles and would like to give
you a little information on my background with this pest that has visited but not settled in Grass Valley.
My husband Mike and I own Country Rubes and started producing our Screened Bottom Boards in 2005. After
we sold a few 1000 or so, beekeepers started asking us for an Oil Tray Trap that would fit under the screen of
the bottom board to help control Small Hive Beetles. You tend to make things that you use in your area and
climate. When we started, I didn’t have a clue that we needed to deal with another pest.
After talking to a couple of manufactures, who wanted a fortune to make trays, we found Jerry Freeman who
was also selling Screened Bottom Boards and had plastic oil trap trays out of Arkansas. He was making the
plastic trays himself and I was able to talk him into making them for our product. He did ask me, “Aren’t we
competitors?” I said, yes we were, but we were all trying to do the same thing and that’s saving bees from these
nasty pests. He liked that and made trays for us and we have been great friends ever since.
We eventually found a manufacture who would make our trays out of aluminum at a decent price. We starting to
produce a taller screened bottom board, the Combo Deep to hold a deeper tray that was easier to use. The new
combination hit the market with great success. We still make trays to fit our original size.
The beginning of June, 2013 I got a call from Haynes Haselmaier, a Nasa Engineer out of Mississippi, 3rd
generation beekeeper, who lost all 6 of his hives to Small Hive Beetles. He explained he invented a ‘gutter’ to
keep SHB’s from getting into the upper part of the hive and it worked with our Screened Bottom Board and oil
trap tray. This was very interesting and I agreed to help him out. At the time, we had no SHB’s in California so I
sent his ‘Beetle Baffle’ samples to customers who had infestations and had bought our SBB’s and oil trays to try
out. It was a big success. Haynes and I met up at EAS in West Chester Pennsylvania, the next month, end of
July, where we introduced the Beetle Baffles to the conference.
For the last 3 years, I have been learning about Small Hive Beetles, talking to both scientist and getting
beekeeping first hand experiences. This is what I’m going to pass on to you at the meeting. See you all
November 7th.

Apiary Newsletter
Amy Hustead, reminded me that Dr. Elina L. Niño, our UC Davis apiarist is continuing Eric Mussen’s Apiary
Newsletter. This awesome web newsletters comes out 4 to 6 times a year and has up to date information about
what is going on with the bees, focusing on California with information from all over. You can sign up for the
newsletter by going here https://lists.ucdavis.edu/sympa/subscribe/ucdavisbeenews and read the Fall issue here.
http://elninobeelab.ucdavis.edu/_assets/newletters/Fall2016_NEWSLETTER.pdf

Volunteer Opportunity – Fair Booth Coordinator
Our club has recently created a new volunteer position. The title is “Fair Booth Coordinator”. This person
should be available before the fair to oversee the cleaning and prep of the booth and during the five days of the
fair to make sure the booth stays stocked with supplies such as honey, tasting spoons, literature etc. After the
fair everything in the booth needs to be properly and safely stored. Randy Oliver will guide you through the
process. Interested persons please contact Jerry Van Heeringen at (530) 913-5709

Minutes from Last Meeting
From Jack Meeks, Secretary
Pres Jerry Van Heeringen opened Q&A.
Finance Janet Brisson AugStart $6313.58; Exp$22.17; AugEnd$6219.41
Amy Hustead accepted into UCD Master Beekeeper Program.
2017 Officers Election:
Members accepting nomination committee (Randy Oliver, Jack Meeks) slate for next year's officers:
President: Jerrry Van Heeringen
VicePres: Amy Husted
Treasurer: Janet Brisson
Secretary: Jack Meeks
By members show of hands, election unanimous.
PROGRAM: Randy Oliver: Reviewed latest research in Varroa mite treatments. Continuous monitoring of mite
levels critical, to keep reproductive rate of bees ahead of mites' rate. Experimented with thymol dissolved in
glycerin applied on various pads. Not effective. Mite-Away Quick Strips "MAQ" formic acid in several arrangements. Effective as long as regularly repeated.
Brood cells are capped after eight days of larval growth exposed to mite eggs. If the queen is gently picked out
and imprisoned for 12 days in a cage near the cluster, then released, none of her later larvae will be infected
with mites. This effectively restarts the brood cycle.

New Bee Booth Sign is Installed
Submitted by Leslie Gault

Anybody want (half of) the old sign?

American Honey:
Same Great Taste but Now With More Weed Killer
Submitted by Karla Hanson
FDA documents show that the herbicide glyphosate is finding
its way into honey too. The public interest group U.S. Right
to Know announced this week that it has obtained documents
showing the Food and Drug Administration has found
residues of glyphosate in samples of American honey.
Glyphosate is the active ingredient in Monsanto’s Roundup
herbicide, the use of which has increased 15-fold since the
company introduced its line of Roundup Ready crops genetically modified to withstand the chemical some 20 years ago.
Yet despite the skyrocketing use of glyphosate, federal regulators have been pressing the snooze button when it comes to dealing with Big Ag’s chemical onslaught.
Read complete story at:
http://www.takepart.com/article/2016/09/16/glyphosate-honey?cmpid=tpnews-eml-2016-09-17-weekly

Monsanto loses GMO permit in Mexico
Submitted by Karla Hanson
A number of countries around the world have now completely banned GM food and the pesticides that go with
them, or have severe restrictions against them. This comes after the world has experienced a massive resistance
against Monsanto and other biotech giants that manufacture GMOs and pesticides. The resistance also a result
of numerous studies that have emerged showing the environmental and health dangers that are associated with
pesticides, as well as health dangers that could be associated with GMOs.
The latest country to make headlines with regards to banning Monsanto products is Mexico, as a group of
beekeepers was successful in stopping Monsanto from the planting of soybeans that are genetically modified to
resist their Round-up herbicide.
A district judge in the state of Yucatán last month overturned a permit issued to Monsanto by Mexico’s
agriculture ministry. Monsanto had received a permit to plant its seeds on over 250,000 hectares of land, which
equates to approximately 620,000 acres. That’s a lot of land, and they managed to get the permit despite
thousands of citizens, beekeepers, Greenpeace, Mayan farmers, The National Institute of Ecology and other
major environmental groups protesting against it.
Mexico is the fourth largest honey producer and fifth largest honey exporter in the world.
http://www.theyucatantimes.com/2016/09/monsanto-loses-gmo-permit-in-mexico/

Raffle Prizes
We always need more contributions to the monthly raffle! Almost everyone loves having more plants. Be creative. For every item you bring, you receive a free raffle ticket. The raffle helps with the club's expenses.
Thanks!

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available for
rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated and
there's lots of hot water for cleanup. For more
information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
4 frame hand-crank galvanized extractor
Older unit, comes with stand.
Great for a hobby beekeeper.
$25 Call Randy 530.277.4450
50 frame Maxant Extractor.
Old but works fine. $2000. Brion 530.559.1422
8 frame bottom boards
Redwood cleats. Used only 3 seasons, good shape.
$10 each. Brion 530.559.1422

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of the coming meetings.
We only need a couple of folks each month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact Karla Hanson,
queenbeez@att.net

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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