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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
I saw blackberries starting to bloom a few weeks ago and now they’re out in full force. Depending on the
elevation some are finishing while some are just starting. With the occasional rains we’ve been getting we can
look forward to a good honey flow this year. Be sure to check your colonies to see if you need to add honey
supers.
We will have the NCBA Fair booth open again this year for the Strawberry Music Festival so if you are
planning to attend stop by check out the recent renovations and say hi to our volunteers.

June 6th Meeting – 7:00 PM
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building – 255 South Auburn Street in Grass Valley
Wendy Mather from Nod Global will be talking about Mite Away Quick Strips.

July Meeting Rescheduled
The July meeting is postponed until Wednesday, July 6th due to the 4th of July holiday.
Meeting time remains the same: 7pm.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
The bees have had a tough time these past few weeks. We normally experience a nectar dearth after apple
bloom, which normally lasts for a couple of weeks. During this dearth, I often see weaker colonies eating the
eggs as quickly as the queen lays them, thus setting back colony growth, but the colonies generally successfully
wait it out until the nectar flow starts up again in early May.
This spring that dearth lasted longer than usual, and we had a few days of cool weather towards the end (around
Mothers’ Day), just as I returned home after a week’s absence.
I saw that a number of colonies had gone into starvation, either shutting down brood rearing, cannibalization of
brood, or outright starvation of the adult bees. We desperately fed sugar syrup or dry Drivert sugar to as many
colonies as we could, which saved many, but we couldn’t get to them all, and some colonies starved the day before the weather warmed enough for foraging—heartbreaking for us.
It’s amazing how much benefit there is to the colony to feed it a bit of sugar syrup during the “after apple”
dearth. I suggest that during this dearth, that you heft your colonies for weight.
If you haven’t yet performed an alcohol wash to check your overwintered colonies for varroa level, I suggest
you do so now! Those colonies with sky-high mite levels at this time of year will flood the environment with
varroa come midsummer as they collapse. Wendy Mather from NOD Enterprises will be our speaker this coming meeting. She’ll be speaking on how best to apply MiteAway Quick Strips, which are approved for organic
honey, and leave no residues in the hive.
The big question now is whether we will get a “normal” honey flow, as we did prior to our drought. So far, it’s
been disappointing. I see few bees on red clover or vetch, which are good indicators. As I write these words,

the bees are putting on blackberry honey at lower elevations (when they aren’t held in by cool weather), but it’s
too early to tell how much of a flow we’ll get.
Despite the rain we’ve gotten, the soil is drying out quickly. This does not bode well for a later flow from Yellow Star Thistle. Keep your fingers crossed!

Weird Spring?
Submitted by Brion Dunbar

I have all my colonies in place and they are building up well. This has seemed to be a weird (normal) spring
with cool rain alternating with mild sunny days, but at least we have had a fair amount of rain! There was a
good strong honey flow at some yards early, then dearth, now it looks like a good flow has begun again, at least
at the lower elevation yards. Some of my colonies were getting bound up with honey and pollen so be sure to
give them supers early. Good luck making honey!

Raffle Prizes
We always need more contributions to the monthly raffle! Almost everyone loves having more plants. Be creative. For every item you bring, you receive a free raffle ticket. The raffle helps with the club's expenses.
Thanks!

Nevada County Ag Department
If you wish to register you colonies with the NC Ag Dept. so as to be notified of any pesticide application in
your area you will need to get the form. Registration is free for hobbyists and is a good idea so as to be notified
of any pesticide application in your area. You can go into the office to get a copy, or get it online here:
http://ow.ly/Xn5lU

Minutes from Last Meeting
Pres Jerry Van Heeringen opened with introductions and Q&A.
July Meeting postponed until July 6 Wednesday. No fireworks.
Leslie Gault and Karla Hanson described the quilt to be raffled at our
July 6th meeting.
PROGRAM
Jeremiah Farrell explained that recovering a recent swarm is different
from a removal operation where a swarm has established a full colony
inside a building. Between April and June hives expand by sending the
old queen and most of the workers looking for a new home, while
roosting in a tree. Jeremiah flings a weight attached to surveyors cord
over the branch and hauls up two or three short frames underneath the
swarm.
Spraying the swarm with sugar water coaxes them into the foundation.
A low swarm can be shaken into a box in the center an old bed sheet,
but they may not stay hived unless you feed them with either a frame of
honey from another hive or sugar water. A drop of Bee-Go, butyric acid
on the branch drives any stragglers off the tree.
Jeremiah wears his bee suit to keep neighbors at a distance, preventing stings. Most stings are only local
swelling and rash, but a true allergy can produce anaphylaxis shock, cardiac and respiratory failure.
Just before departing on a distant swarm call, make a final phone call. Swarms depart, wasps are mistaken for
bees, branch heights and swarm sizes are more accurate, and "a swarm of bees in July – ain't worth a fly."

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
You can always mail returned books to:
Tynowyn Slattery
20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959
swoolman@saber.net ~ 530-265-6318
The Nevada County Beekeepers Association library is located
in the foyer of the building. Our Librarian, Tynowyn Slattery
(left), is usually available before and after meetings to help club
members find both children and adult books, DVD s and videos
on beekeeping. Stop by and browse the library!

Club Membership & Dues
Janet Brisson, Treasurer
Your dues help support Beekeeping in Nevada County. The
NCBA works towards educating people about beekeeping and
agriculture, keeping everyone up to date on the latest news and
techniques for the beginning beekeeper to the very advanced.
Please continue your support of the NCBA.
Any questions on membership or dues please feel free to call
me at 530-913-2724 or email me at rubes@countryrubes.com

Keeping Bees Safe: It's A Ruff Job
From npr.org
The newest apiary inspector at the Maryland Department of Agriculture has four legs, golden fur and a powerful
sniffer.
Mack, a 2-year-old yellow Lab, joined the team last fall to help his mom, chief apiary inspector Cybil Preston,
inspect beehives for American foulbrood — AFB — a highly contagious bacterial disease that infects honeybee
brood and, eventually, kills the colony.
"Maryland has a thriving beekeeping industry, and most of our beekeepers have thousands of hives that travel
from state to state for pollination," explains Preston. "It's our job to make sure that infected hives don't cross
state lines."
The Maryland Department of Agriculture has had a "bee dog" on staff since 1982 and is believed to be the only
state agency in the nation using a dog to detect AFB.
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/04/28/474403993/meet-the-dog-who-s-saving-the-bees

Almond Farmers Try Trees That Don't Need Bees
From npr.org
Spring is usually a really busy time for beekeepers. But this year some
beekeepers are worried that a relatively new variety of almond called
Independence could harm the longevity of their business.
Independence almond trees are easy to harvest, and they make tasty
almonds. But what really sets them apart is the fact that they're selffertile — meaning they technically don't need bees to pollinate their
flowers because they breed with themselves, says David Doll with the
University of California Cooperative Extension in Merced.
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2016/03/23/471437025/with-bees-in-trouble-almond-farmers-try-trees-thatdont-need-em

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available for
rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated and
there's lots of hot water for cleanup. For more
information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
“5 Frame” Nucs
Each Nuc includes a NEW 2016 Laying Italian Queen
Quantities are limited
Price: $150
Quantity discounts apply, call for pricing
Contact Kim @ christiansonkima@gmail.com or call
941-780-5742 to place your order

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of the coming
meetings.
We only need a couple of folks each month, so pick a month and let me
know. Contact Karla Hanson, queenbeez@att.net

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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