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President’s Message, Jerry Van Heeringen
The holiday season is upon us and that means it’s time for our annual Christmas
party/pot luck. It will be held the first Monday in December the same day as our
regular meeting. I encourage everyone who can to attend it’s a lot of fun. There is no
speaker scheduled but the pirate gift exchange is just as entertaining. If you need any
more information please contact me jerryvan29@gmail.com. Diane and I will be
traveling so regretfully will be unable to attend but we wish everyone a happy holiday
season.

December 5th Meeting – 6:00 PM ** 1 HOUR EARLY**
Holiday Party and Potluck
HOHOHO!!! The holiday potluck and pirate gift exchange will start at 6:00 pm at the Grass Valley Veteran’s
Hall. The main courses, ham and turducken, will be provided by the Association and prepared by Brion Dunbar
and Karla Hansen. Last names beginning with A-M, please bring a side dish to share and N-Z, please bring a
dessert to share. Please bring serving spoons, knife, etc to serve your item. You will also need to bring your own
place settings and drinks. Per Veteran’s Hall policy, alcoholic beverages are not allowed.
We also have a creative place setting contest. The winner gets a free one year membership. Per Veteran’s Hall
policy, lighted candles are not allowed.
After dinner, we will have a pirate gift exchange. Please keep your gift at a $15.00 value. Once again, Deborah
Morawski, will oversee the gift exchange and have numbers ready for people to pick. Each person bringing a
gift will get a number and participate in the fun.
There will not be a formal meeting or a raffle. See you on December 5th at 6:00 pm.
Come celebrate and have fun!.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
Happy Holidays to all. Let’s be thankful that we’ve gotten rain in time to save some of our trees. How glorious
it is to see Nevada County ground turn green again. Late November and December are our only down time in
the bee biz, so we are busy welding and fixing up our trucks, and cleaning up the bee yards in preparation for
moving to almonds in early February.
As far as the bees are concerned, winter is finally arriving. Political willful ignorance aside, our warming Earth
is making for shorter winters. Colonies in Nevada County used to all go broodless in November as plants
stopped producing pollen. This fall we’ve been seeing pollen loads coming in even the day after Thanksgiving.
This makes for a very short brood break, if it occurs at all, meaning that varroa pressure starts early.
And this brings me to a happy announcement. I’ve told you about our cherished breeder queen—Queen Zero,
named for holding mite counts of zero. That number went up a bit this late summer when her colony sat in an

experimental yard full of mite-ridden hives, but went down by itself once I treated those other hives (drift of
mites from infested colonies to others is a huge problem).
This spring we reared about 600 daughters from Queen Zero, and tested many of them for mites in July. Those
that showed very low mite counts we didn’t treat. We’re doing final checkbacks on those colonies now, and to
our great delight are finding a number that never allowed varroa to build. This is huge, since it indicates that
Queen Zero’s mite resistance is heritable! Not to all daughter colonies yet, but we’ll work on that.
This spring we’ll be grafting heavily off those daughters (and Queen Zero if she’s still alive) and flooding our
mating yards with drones from those daughter colonies (drones carry the queen’s genes alone, since they have
no father). Since I’d like to spread those genes throughout Nevada County (Queen Zero’s colony was gentle and
productive), I’ll likely offer queen cells free to hobbyists who wish to requeen their hives or to make splits.
In an article that I’ll have coming out in ABJ next month, I wrote:
South Africa has a robust bee industry, which was invaded by varroa in 1997. However, unlike as in Europe and
North America, few beekeepers chose to use varroacides. Plenty of hives collapsed in the first few years, but
both races of indigenous honey bees (of the same species as the bee that we keep) soon showed signs of
resistance. In a few years, varroa was considered to be only an incidental pest [a].
Practical application: At every bee conference in the U.S., varroa is a major topic. On the other hand, read the
Chairman’s Report from the 2016 South African Bee Industry General Meeting—the words “varroa” or
“mites” are not even mentioned! [b]. And in the most recent issue of the South African Bee Journal, varroa got
only brief mention in a single scientific article on bee pests, saying that a new study had figured out the bees’
specific resistance mechanisms [c]. How refreshing it would be to not even have to think about varroa.
To be clear, I am not about to advocate going treatment free “cold turkey”—most of us would go out of business
in short order (not to mention the collapse of the almond industry). But there is absolutely nothing to keep us
from making a smooth transition (I will later describe how we can go about doing this). That is, if we have the
will. Personally, the mere thought of beekeeping without regard to varroa brings a smile to my face.

Kingdom of Bhutan
Brion Dunbar
In October of this year my wife Alice and I and some friends
were lucky enough to visit the kingdom of Bhutan in the
Himalayas, nestled between Tibet, Nepal, and India. The focus
of the trip was a 21 day
trek where we ranged in
elevation from 8000 to
17,500’. Along the way
we saw a colony of the
Giant Asian Honeybee,
Apis Dorsata, on a cliff
wall (see photo).
We saw many different instances of these bees foraging. The
individual bee is much bigger than our
European honeybee, approximately 3/4” in
length. The image shows a bee one the tip of
my glove (see inset for scale). I provoked one
to sting me on the back of my hand, and it
was very similar to our bees as far as
painfulness and reaction.

These are the bees that are the focus of several tribes who collect honey by climbing the cliffs with rope ladders
and lots of cojones. https://www.theguardian.com/travel/gallery/2014/feb/27/honey-hunters-nepal-in-pictures
We ended the trek in the city of Jakar, where beekeeping is a pretty popular activity. We visited the Bumthang
(the province) Beekeepers Cooperative and saw their extracting building, very similar to ours. They use
Langstroth style equipment, with European stock. They have not had to deal with varroa to date. Most
beekeepers extract about 50 lbs of honey per
colony according to one beekeeper I met.

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of the coming meetings. We only need a couple of folks each
month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact Karla Hanson, queenbeez@att.net

Volunteer Opportunity – Fair Booth Coordinator
Our club has recently created a new volunteer position. The title is “Fair Booth Coordinator”. This person
should be available before the fair to oversee the cleaning and prep of the booth and during the five days of the
fair to make sure the booth stays stocked with supplies such as honey, tasting spoons, literature etc. After the
fair everything in the booth needs to be properly and safely stored. Randy Oliver will guide you through the
process. Interested persons please contact Jerry Van Heeringen at (530) 913-5709

Minutes from Last Meeting
From Jack Meeks, Secretary
Pres Jerry Van Heeringen opened with Q&A. Debra Morawski announced our December meeting, Xmas party
and pirate gift exchange starts at 6PM Dec.5. If you want to wrap a gift, $15max, for taking turns in the raffle,
your prize can be claimed by a later player, and you pick another package.
Beekeepers will provide roast turkey and ham; Members A-M side dish; Members N-Z dessert.
Club Officers 2017
President Jerry Van Heeringen
Vice Pres Amy Husted
Treasurer Janet Brisson
Secretary Jack Meeks

Finance J Brisson:
Sept Start $6291.41; Inc $75; Exp $867.68; SeptEnd $5518.73
Oct Start $5518.73; Inc $35; Exp $100.00 Oct End $5468.97
PROGRAM Janet Brisson "Small Hive Beetle Control" presented video showing dark, hard shelled, 1/4 size of
a bee, can fly miles in open but not in closed hive – they climb hive wall to honey cells. Janet demonstrated thin
strips, stapled around the tops of the bottom board spacer ring, which hang over the ring. Beetles can't climb
over the spacer to get to the frames above. Beetles in the frames lay eggs in capped comb, the larvae secrete
fungus which ferments honey, leaving foul smelling slimy liquid running down the frames. The beetle larvae are
half the length of wax moth larvae, which may also infest the frames, and fall through the bottom screen, to
pupate in sandy soil for 3-6 weeks. CA Dept of Food & Agriculture has website concerning Small Hive Beetle
control.

Recent Bee Related Articles
From Diane Benton
Bees placed on endangered species list -- a first in the US – CNN.com
http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/01/us/hawaii-bee-species-endangered/index.html
Leading insecticide cuts bee sperm by almost 40%, study shows | Environment | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/27/leading-insecticide-cuts-bee-sperm-by-almost-40-percent-study-shows
US beekeepers fear for livelihoods as anti-Zika toxin kills 2.5m bees | Environment | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/04/zika-mosquito-neurotoxin-kills-bees-livelihoods-beekeepers

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is heated
and there's lots of hot water for cleanup.
For more information: 530.273.6608
Dadant Little Wonder Honey Extractor with stand.
Hand extracts 4 deep or shallow frames per load. Used
twice. Excellent condition. $380 for both.
274-1098 Kathleen
4 frame hand-crank galvanized extractor
Older unit, comes with stand.
Great for a hobby beekeeper.
$25 Call Randy 530.277.4450

Advertising space (3” by 2”) is available here and need not be bee-related.
Advertising rates are $7 per year for NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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