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President’s Message
Leslie Gault, President
The Nevada County Fair has come and gone. A big
thanks to all of you that helped with the bee booth
preparation and staffing! My husband and I always enjoy
our shift greatly, especially since this time we allowed
ourselves to succumb to a box of caramel corn from the
booth next door. And to all of you that submitted honey
and bee products to the fair competition, thank you. The
number of entries was strong, showing that interest in
beekeeping is healthy.
My ladies surprised us this year. Even though it’s been
hot and dry we harvested about 90 lbs of honey from 4
hives on one of those really sizzling warm days in early August. This year we bottled all of it, kept a bunch,
gave some away, and sold about $200 worth. My secret opinion about selling is that the money isn’t worth the
time and effort at such a small scale, but that’s not why we do it. People want the local honey, expect us to do
it, and I believe that we have a responsibility to represent beekeeping positively to the community. What better
way than a spreading mouthfuls of local blackberry sweetness to remind people that we need honeybees?
Besides, the money helps support our hobby, right? So once a year, if and when my ladies make honey, I put
out a sign on the front fence and contact my regular customers—this year it was all gone in less than 2 days!
Maybe if I had more hives and they were more productive, the whole process of selling would be more
rewarding. So, what do you all do with your honey crop?
Some of you who receive this newsletter via snail mail may not know that there are benefits to also being on the
email list. Bits of bee-related information, NCBA business, and opportunities that are timely and may not make
the newsletter deadline are sent around periodically in emails. So if you’re a snail mail member by preference,
but also happen to have an email address, let us know so you can receive up to date news.
The NCBA is a member of the California State Beekeepers Association (CSBA). CSBA’s annual meeting will
be held November 18 thru 21 in Valencia, CA. The convention offers four full days of speakers—some of
whom you will recognize, plus educational events, exhibitors, and fun activities. CSBA is now soliciting
sponsors, exhibitors, nominees for various awards, auction donations, and is accepting registration from
attendees. Get more information at http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/ I will also bring a copy of the
information to our next meeting.
See you at the meeting on Labor Day!
Leslie

September 1st Meeting – 7:00 PM
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building – 255 South Auburn Street in Grass Valley

September 1st is our annual Seed Swap/Gadget and Gizmo meeting. Please bring any seeds or cuttings you’d
like to share with others- bee forage would be nice but not necessary.

Also any little gadgets or gizmos you have that make beekeeping easier or more fun, please bring along and we
can go around the room and you can describe what it is.

No-host Dinner at Cirinos on Main Street in Grass Valley
If you are interested in joining us for a no-host dinner at 5:30pm before the meeting, please RSVP to Brion
Dunbar at 559-1422, or email at brion@bourbonhillbees.com. Cirinos is located across from the Holbrooke.

Bee Bits
Randy Oliver, Contributor
We are currently extracting honey and treating for mites, getting ready to start feeding pollen sub to our lowerelevation yards. Most of the honey is on the amber side, but we did have a few yards that put on some very nice
light honey. Colonies in general are looking good, but pollen flows have dropped off in the wild lands.
During a recent visit to beekeepers in Alameda County, Volker Ackermann
showed me some honey comb that he had induced bees to build in inverted
pint jars, over which he poured liquid honey to finish the fill. This is tricky to
do, but makes for a spectacular finished product.
I’m also recently returned from a speaking tour in Ohio. Beautiful, green
country, with thundershowers rolling through. Here’s a photo of Rod
Pritchard’s home apiary. Despite it being green from horizon to horizon,
average honey yields are only about 30 pounds. Rod is lucky to have a few
nice plots of flower-filled pasture around him. Others are not so lucky.

In the early 1970’s, Ohio farmers could suddenly make more money by growing corn and soybeans (corn ‘n
beans) than they could with their traditional dairy operations. Within a few years, the dairy industry, along with
pastureland disappeared as it was converted to corn ‘n beans. In many areas of the state, there are only five
types of land coverage, as shown below: asphalt, mowed grass, corn, soybeans (middle), or woods. Other than
the woods, none of these supply any appreciable forage for bees. In the heart of this fertile, moist farmland,
pollinators go hungry!

Something very encouraging though is that some of the local beekeepers, who have up ‘til now been dependent
upon package bees (mostly from Georgia), are starting to raise their own queens from local survivor stock. In
the photo below, Dwight Wells uses 5-frame nuc boxes stacked high in two-queen colonies. This is an option
for those of you who prefer not to lift heavy boxes. The hives with grass sticking out from under the lids are so
marked as needing additional supers.
I had the pleasure of visiting the apiaries of sideliner Nina Bagley, who keeps only untreated survivor stock in
the center of Columbus. Some of her colonies are still going strong after five years. She sells about 300 queens
a year to a few appreciative customers. Such stock is, IMHO, the future of beekeeping.

Seasonal tips: check your mite levels now! If your hives are plugged with honey, the queen will not have
enough room to produce a good winter cluster. Pull frames of honey and replace with extracted combs to give
her some room. Feed pollen sub in September if the bees start to cut back on the amount of jelly that they’re
feeding to young larvae.

Country Rubes Combo Screened
Bottom Boards
Special NCBA Club Price! Call Janet for details. 530913-2724 or rubes@countryrubes.com

Honey Extraction House
A to Z Supply has a honey extraction house available
for rent. Equipment is provided and the room is
heated and there's lots of hot water for clean up. For
more information: 530.273.6608

Sacramento Beekeeping Supplies

For sale: 2 bottom boards, 2 top covers, 2 deep boxes,
2 medium boxes, one internal feeder.
Call Kathleen at 477-0954
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Complete line of all beekeeping supplies
American dealer for Sheriff suits
Gifts—bee themed children’s wear, tableware, garden décor
Books—children’s beekeeping, homemade cosmetics, candles
Beeswax candles, molds, waxes, dyes, scents, and wicks
Honeycomb sheets for rolling candles—35 colors

2110 X Street, Sacramento, CA 95818
(916) 451-2337 fax (916) 451-7008
Web page at www.sacramentobeekeeping.com/
email: info@sacramentobeekeeping.com
Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 – 5:30
Mail Orders Receive Quick Service

Raffle Prizes
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Thank you all for bringing some great items for our raffles, keep it coming. Raffle prizes are necessary for the
financial survival of the club and it's just plain fun! Plants, cuttings, eggs, jewelry, soaps, bee items, jams,
beautiful metal garden art, the list goes on and on... Thanks to everyone!

Goodies Sign-up
Karla Hanson, Coordinator
Please let me know if you can bring a treat for any of the coming meetings. We only need a couple of folks each
month, so pick a month and let me know. Contact Karla Hanson, queenbeez@att.net

Top Bar Hive Group
Karla Hanson, Contributor
Contact Karla Hanson at (queeneez@att.net) if you would like to be included in this group of Top Bar Hive
enthusiast.

This Month's Recipes
Submitted by Leslie Gault
Recipe: Basic Lip Balm
You will need:
¾ ounce clean beeswax
1 ½ ounce fixed oil
Double boiler
Candy thermometer
Tins or other containers for the finished balm.
Use a fixed oil, which is a non-evaporating vegetable based oil such as almond, grape seed, coconut, or
sunflower. Olive oil is acceptable too, but may lend a strong fragrance to the balm. Melt the beeswax together
with the oil in the top of the double boiler. Stir together thoroughly, then allow mixture to cool to 120 degrees.
Pour into containers, and allow to cool completely. Makes about 12 small containers.
Submit your favorite recipe using HONEY to our newsletter at garyg@newpress.com

From the Librarian
Tynowyn Slattery
Remember...If you can't make meetings to return books, you can always mail them to:
Tynowyn Slattery 20493 Rome Road Nevada City, CA 95959
swoolman@saber.net 530-265-6318

What I learned about beekeeping this month
Brion Dunbar
I have unscientifically determined that bee yards where the bees are in the
shade, are more ‘testy’ than bees in the sun.
On a rafting trip through the Grand Canyon this summer, we saw lots of
honeybees, no doubt Africanized. Almost every campsite the bees would
find us, and seemed to be drawn to our ‘can pile’. Many seemed to prefer
beer to sodas. I thought I noticed this forager flying off a bit erratically.

Minutes from Last Meeting
Jack Meeks, Secretary
No minutes from last month, we were at the Fairgrounds!

The Nevada County Beekeepers Association is dedicated to
apiculture education and promotion of the art and science of
beekeeping among beekeepers, agriculturists, and the general public.
This is a “not for profit” organization. Donations are welcomed.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at the
Grass Valley Veteran’s Memorial Building at 255 South Auburn
Street in Grass Valley. All visitors are welcome. Use the back
entrance.
The newsletter is published monthly as a service to the membership.
Articles, recipes, commentary, and news items are welcomed and
encouraged. Contributions should be received by the 20th of the
Month to be included into the next issue. Submit to
garyg@newpress.com
Advertising space (3” by 2”) in this newsletter is usually available
and need not be bee-related. Advertising rates are $7 per year for
NCBA members and $16 per year for non-members.
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